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Moines. Members
of the Missions
Committee and
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to laugh in the face
of death during
Holy Week. This is
a chance to share

vices, on Sunday,
April 11™. This is
to commemorate
how God was able

some religious hu-
mor. If you have
something you
would like to share,

over death on this
day!
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Pastor Lenos

Dear Mom and Dad,

ltdos a really telling exe
would save out of your house in the event of a fire or

fl ood. I'tds also really

most important in life. The answer to this question
really shapes how one lives and behaves in company 1
family, church, work, neighborhood, with friends. This
sort of exercise helps to determine personal or corpo-
rate values.

Soon after Diane and | arrived at Grinnell some ques-
tions were asked that prompted some serious thought
about the shaping values of our congregation. The list
we came up with was: Peace, Love, Learning, Spiritu-
ality and Service. We went on to create a slogan to
express thesevalues: ALi vi ng, Lovi
Wo r dThedcombination of these values and our guid-
ing purpose are before us every time we meet as an
Administrative Council. As decisions are made, direc-
tions determined, or ministries are contemplated or
evaluated, these principles have served as a guide to
help us.

I n recent months wedve
God, iWhat do you have in
been faithful in prompting some conversation in a vari-
ety of places that keep circling back to one main idea i
webre a congregation that
tionships. While the ministry or actions are important,
the people involved are even more important. Here are
a few samples of what | mean:

e A person seeking assistance is listened to,
prayed with, hel ped
rather than just getting the individual out the
door as fast as possible.

o Staff members are treated as a person first
and an employee second.

e Mission work teams focus first on the indi-
vidual related to the project before rolling up
sleeves to get to work.

The Administrative Council along with several commit-
tees has been seeking to
answer of what the Divine has in store for us next. One
main reply is that we are to do a better job of CON-

ng,

L et t e MECTING with one another. There

are some saints in the congregation
who quietly go about relating to indi-
viduals in very effective ways. Asking
r diHoev tag €h &/wel O
pared to really listen is a practice we

tdP i MM W

t edloinjdrf g aw hveary sp rf 0d d OV -t o

need to relearn the power of this one-
on-one ministry until it comes natu-
rally. The leaders in the congregation
are reflecting on how we can do this
sort of CONNECTING with others and
lead by example.

The words of a college student made
me aware of how important personal

contact i s. I n our
easy to communicate with lots of peo-

plg A we havg meseirfogmation

than | can deal hand]l
you want to get my attention, talk to

me personally!o It
what wedére doing,

the persons involved must always be
primary.

nifY the gomingy ronths o priacéice the o
art of CONNECTING in ways that en-
hances personbs |

PNEGTENG shroygh ey relationshig | u e
with God is finally what is most impor-
tant. This notion of CONNECTING
has implications not only how we re-
late to one another within GUMC but
the Grinnell community, how we en-

a sgage i sefvicen®prsods reeling e
from disaster and violence i well this
idea can take us a long way on our
faith journey.

| 6m grateful for
experience as a

ing forward to being with the extended
Eberhart family at our reunion in July.

Love, Len

Texts of Lenten sermon series:
MRBelI 6¢68f B! BYptisbgn
available in the church office (hard
copy) or electronically on the church
web site: WWW.GrinnellUMC.org .
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UMCOR Update on Haiti Relief

In 2007, a Volunteer In Mis-
sions group from lowa
worked with the Bahamas
Methodist Habitat for 2 weeks
in Eleuthera. BMH was one
of the first organizations to fly
in relief supplies after the
earthquake and have made a
tremendous impact in ongo-
ing help to the Haitian people.
UMCOR has begun imple-
mentation of a five-year work
plan that contemplates three
phases of assistance to Haiti:
emergency, recovery and re-
habilitation.

Following the earthquake in
Haiti many Haitians requiring
medical care were evacuated
to the US. Evacuees and
those accompanying them
have been granted humani-
tarian parole for 12 months,
which may be extended. UM-

@ The GUMC Messenger Has Come of Age!

Have you checked out

the new electronic form
of the Messenger? See for
yourself at
www.grinnellumc.org. Here
are some benefits of receiv-
ing the Messenger on line:

* No paper clutter (you can
print it if you need a hard

copy).

* You can always find a copy
when you need it.

x The electronic version is in
color.

* You can take another step
toward being

fi

COR Refugee Ministries is
working with resettlement af-
filiates in Atlanta, Tampa,
Philadelphia, New York and
Boston to identify and offer
temporary housing for those
released from medical facili-
ties.

Bahamas Methodist Habitat,
a US-based nonprofit organi-
zation, has been using its
mission aircraft transportation
services to support relief ef-
forts in Haiti. Working with
UMCOR Sager Brown, Baha-
mas Methodist Habitat trans-
ported health kits into Haiti.

Anthony Jones, Emergency
Consultant for UMCOR Haiti
is attending UN cluster meet-
ings and reports that farmers
in the high impact quake
zone have lost an estimated

You receive all these benefits

$50 million in homes, seeds,
tools and equipment. Accord-
ing to Jones,
vided by farmers indicate a
clear picture of serious dete-
rioration:

e The quality of meals has
deteriorated i families
have less to eat at meals
or they are eating less
frequently

e While few reported losing
livestock in the quake
30% have sold livestock
since then.

e 65% rural and 50% in ur-
ban communities reported
being in debt

*|A Conference Mid Week
Update March 17, 2010

while saving the church $$$
to print and mail hard copies.
We currently save $45.63 per
month by sending 144 issues
electronically. If all of the
Messenger were sent elec-
tronically
$1,300 per year!

W ¢

To get your next issue of the
Messenger electronically,
please let Shannon or Jenni-
fer know your email address.
You can reach them at 236-
3757 or
officequmc@iowatelecom.net

Third Sunday Potluck will be
on the Fourth Sunday in April

Our monthly potluck will fall on
Sunday, April 25™ following the
10:30 worship service. Please
otk ths & ¥nethe folrth Suh-
day instead of the third. Guests
from our new partner congrega-
tion, Trinity UMC in Des
Moines, will be our guests that
day. Please come and bring
your table service and a dish or
two to share. If future potlucks
are to be held, volunteer hosts
are needed. Contact Judy Ar-
endt if you are willing to help.
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Deacon Di
This issue of the Messen-
ger will come out during
Holy Week. The roller
coaster of emotions take
us from Palm Sunday
Praise, to Good Friday
gloom, and back to Easter
rejoicing. Jesus was
praised by the same peo-
ple who condemned him
just a few days later. Re-
joicing came again after
hours of suffering and ag-
ony. Jesus loved us so
much that he went to the

Confirmation Class News:

The Spring Retreat was an
awesome time of growing
closer to God, to each
other, and to our Faith
Friends. Thanks to all who
participated!! Please pray
for these youth as the time
approaches for them to
make a decision about fol-
lowing Jesus and becom-
ing a member of Grinnell

aneq
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HE IS RISEN!

cross for us. The Holy
Week pilgrimage reminds
me that God is present
during bright moments as
well as during challenging
ones. The
by Ann Weems, reminds
us:

AJust when |
would be no more light in
the Jerusalem sky the
Bright and Morning Star
appeared and the dark-
ness has not

MlSSlon

UMC.

Upcoming
events:

April 77 Mission trip to
Des Moines T Meet at
the church at 12:30, re-
turning by 6:00 p.m.

e April 247 Stole Making-
Meet at the church at

Visit to Women at The Well on June 24

Ten persons from our con-
gregation are invited to at-
tend worship at the
Women at the Well congre-
gation at Mitchellville
Prison on Thursday, June
24", This is a fantastic ex-
perience to worship with
the inmates who make up
our Prison Congregation
Partner. Pastor Arnette

will be leading the service.
Following, we are invited to
stay to meet with some of
the prisoners and ask
guestions. If you are inter-
ested, let Deacon Diane
know by May 15", as all
volunteers have to com-
plete screening forms.

Corner

Easter and the coming of
spring remind us that God
is always creating 1 always
calling us to something
new. Let us celebrate

p o ebaster, fFemembarirgrGod

still creates new and mar-
velous miracles each and
every day, even in the

t dArRedtBiduds. Thahi& bed
to God.

Serving with you,
Deacon Diane
overcome it.o

9:00 a.m. to create your
special stole for Confir-
mation Sunday! 1
Please note this is a
change of dates, due

to GUMC hosting
Chrysalis the week-
end before!

e May9i Confir-
mation Sunday

ﬂ“Do,l

fo%ﬁ
A Confirmation Orienta-
tion will be held on Wednes-
day, April 21 at 7:15 in the
Chapel to share about the up-
coming Confirmation year. In-
formation on Confirmation
Camp will be given, as well as
an overview for the upcoming
Confirmation year. If you have
guestions, please contact Dea-
con Diane or Pastor Len. We
hope to see all the seventh
graders and their parents there!
Feel free to bring a friend who
might be interested in this ex-
perience.

7th Graders & Par-
ents
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Love Lindsey Video

Recently, our congregation
has undertaken a video pro-
ject to honor, support, and
encourage Lindsey Stewart in
her fight! With the help of a
couple talented church mem-
ber s, we Ove
short video of some of the
Sunday School classes and
groups in our church to the
song,
ant K. We are hoping to up-
load this video to the lowa
UMC Conference website as
well as put a link on Face-
book. While there are no
specific names listed, we
wanted to be assured all par-

Empty Nest

The Empty Nesters will be
starting a new book discus-
sion on Thursday, April 8th
at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley
room. Join us as we read
"Expresso for your Spirit" by
Pam Vredevelt. It says right
on the cover that there is
Hope for Pooped Out Par-
ents!! When it feels like

Lenten Offering

Thanks to those who have
already given their Lenten
Offering. For those who
have not done so, please
return your envelope on
Easter Sunday! The Mis-
sions Committee has se-
lected the following pro-
jects this year: Camp
Wesley Woods provides
opportunities for persons of

put

APressing

ents are aware and comfort-
able with the release of this
video. If you have any res-
ervations or problems with
the release, please contact
Deacon Diane at dea-
condiane@iowatelecom.net
or Ashley Risting at  toot-
sie0013@gmail.com _ by
April 5™1I' Thank you! Notes
are also going home with
Sunday school children about
this. A huge thank you to
Alex Mitchell for producing
this video, to Chad Geisinger
for being the videographer,
and to all who participated!!

you're stringing beads with no
knot at the end, you need a
steaming cup of reassurance
and hope--and a warm re-
minder that God is mightily at
work in your family. Come
discuss your "nest" with cas-
ual conversation, laughter,
concern, and sometimes
even a cup of coffee! If you

all ages to grow closer to
God. Bidwell -Riverside is
a United Methodist Mission
on the south side of Des
Moines. They have dinner
programs, a clothing pan-
try, food bank, and help
hundreds each month.
Project Home Mission
enables a family right here
in Grinnell to work toward

FiGHlT Li%5. LiNGSGY

Love Lindsey T -
shirts

A few Love Lindsey t-
shirts are still available
in the church office.
Cost is $10. One
large and several
small and medium are
available.

are interested in joining us
contact Joy Murphy at 236-
1392 or
purplejoylynn@yahoo.com for
more information and to order
a gently used book.

Can't wait to hear about
YOUR nest!!

becoming
self-

Lenten sufficient
Offering through Mid

lowa Com-

munity Action. Your giving
makes a difference to so
many!
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Devotionals Wanted!

Spiritual Nurture and Out-
reach is in the process of
collecting devotionals for
an Advent devotional book-
let for the entire congrega-
tion. The theme will be "A
Season of Miracles". We
are urging persons of all
ages to share their small or
large miracles and/or how

GUMCOs Got

The first ever Grinnell
UMCOG s
Sunday, March 21 was wildly
popular!!! Amazing acts of all
ages graced the stage! En-
tries included: Darcy Kline &
Puppet friends; Vocalists,
Marc Chamberland, Lora and
Alan Cline, Karol Bair, Darcy
Kline, Melissa West, David
Arendt, Daria Kline, Nick Wal-
| ace,
strumentalists, Josiah Bailey,
David Gilbert, Abby and Izzy
Reding, gymnast Catherine
Cogley, Comedian Griffin

Andrea O6

God has worked in their
lives for this booklet to be
used during the 2010 Ad-
vent season. Devotionals
should be 100-200 words
and include a scripture,
prayer, text, and activity or
thought for the day. Forms
will be available in the Sun-

during April and May and
also by the large screen
television set. All devotion-
als need to be submitted
by May 31st either to the
church office or to Terry
Burkhead at
dtburkhead@mchsi.com

day bulletins several times Thank you.
Tal ent é. You bet
Reding, and a special skit by Wallace

Go theldenl e n pur own GUMC staff.

Special thanks to the amaz-
ingly gifted and witty judges,
Karla Cornish as Sharon Os-
borne, Brian Mitchell as Piers
Morgan, and Dave VanArkel
as David Haselfhof. In real-
ity, they stole the show!

Overall winner was vocal so-
fepger: AnbfPea
received $50 in Grinnell
Bucks. Other category win-
ners included David Gilbert
(Sixth grade and under), Nick

(youth) and
David Arendt (College age).
A huge thank you for all who
attended. Thanks to Alex
Mitchell, Chris Risting, Chad
Geisinger and Collin Swick
for tech support during the
show.

Thanks to Ashley Risting for
creating an
from our
A special offering was taken
for our 2009 apportionments.
Rumor has it; this may be-
come an annual tradition!

Parenting Class Continues on Sunday Mornings

Being an effective parent
means using your head,
your heart and faith. Jill
Harris will continue leading
a 6-8 week DVD series en-
titled
Teenager o
Les and Leslie Parrott.
This series equips parents

AParent
f e at well asrhegturibgrBiblical

to recognize common pat-
terns, plan effective strate-
gies and build character.
The series includes 24
powerful real-life stories
from gareYite and teens, as

and practical teaching from
the Parrotts. The group

will meet at 9:15 a.m. on
Sunday mornings and will
meet below the Sanctuary
in a classroom off the Fire-
side Room. All are wel-
come. Bring a
friend! For more
details, contact Jill g
Harris.

i nf orn
sponsor 0


mailto:dtburkhead@mchsi.com

The Messenger

Page 7

Micro Finance Program

Therebs a
dress the cycle of poverty in
our community. Our Grinnell
churches have always been
incredibly generous when it
comes to helping people in
poverty. We give time, re-
sources and money to a num-
ber of local, not to mention
global, programs. Many of
these groups address some
aspect of poverty in our com-
munity or in the larger

world. They depend on sup-
port from people just like us
to really make a difference in

peopl e d6Wedlsogive s .

money directly to people who
come to the church in crisis
and in need of short term,
emergency help. All of this
work is essential, and is cer-
tainly part of being a Chris-
tian.

However, often these things
dondot address
problems of poverty. Think,
for example, about people
who need to buy a refrigera-
tor. Many of us, while it

Weekly E - mail Updates!

If you are a Sunday

school teacher, you know
that Ashley sends out
weekly letters about up-
coming church, youth, and
children events. Thisis a
quick and easy way to

keep on top of the calen-
dar . I f youbd

new wwoul

dndot be
thing to spend money on, if
we need one, we buy

one. So me ,
have enough money to buy
one all at once. They are
forced to enter into a rent-to-
own contract with busi-
nesses. They only have to
pay some every month, but
there is a cost to this ser-
vice. Consequently, those
who can afford it the least are
paying the most for their ap-
pliances and furniture. Those
who can afford it get to avoid
all the extra costs of being
poor.

This new plan for helping out
is called micro loans and will
also be used to help people

get out
| o a nVEeccan also help

from u

t h e ples of the cost of being

poor. Recognizing this, the
whole Grinnell community

h o we v e rhas started a micro loan

program that works with peo-
ple in these exact situa-

tions. We give no interest
loans to people for things like
purchasing appliances, or
paying off high interest loans,
and then they can still make
monthly payments but at no
extra cost to them.

One obvious advantage to
this program is that it keeps
on giving. As people pay
back their loans the money is
available to someone else in
a similar situation. This is the
community supporting each
other in new and innovative

n ways! Donations can be
made to SEG (Social Entre-

people who had a gap in em- preneurs of Grinnell).  Their
ployment catch up on back address is: 1115 8" Ave.;
rent. The list is endless and Box 5900; Grinnell, 1A

Il &m sure you c ab50112

possibilities...

Those are just a few exam-

-Kirsten Kelpfer
First Presbyterian Church

ceive short, informative
emails, send a message to
Ashley at
tootsie0013@gmail.com
These addresses will only
be used for the weekly
updates and can easily be
removed.

Prayer Shawls are
needed! Blue, pink and
purples are especially
popular.

Thanks!!

&4 |
>

’
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Wednesday adventuresdK through 4th Grade!

Get ready for a space mis- **** ADULTS STILL

zilpnng! tért)rrftlagcv'\tlaﬁcz é:elnterbne NEEDEDUL_If you
i i i —

Des Moines for handsn ac- can join us for an
tivities, exploring the skies, ~ €arly outon May 5 let
and building machines and Ashley know!!****
robots!

Permission slips are available
by the big screen t.v. or from
Ashley. Seating is limited
and on a firscomefirst-serve
basis.

Last mont h weOMMNG drTHIS

MONTH!!
e Journey to the
Cross e Toilet Paper games
e Trivia races e Turkey Bowling
e Church in the Dark e« And MUCH more!!!

VBS 2010

Do you Save the date!!!

love
>St ar July11 -15

War s, O -
oStar Trek, o _orm
even Buzz Light - With such a great
year fr om o T20§0VBS curricu-
Story?6 Ha v lgm, theme,
got a VBS for songs, snacks, &
YOu!ll Sign up crafts, wedl
to help out now! have a packed

May 5: Neil Smith Wildlife
Refuge

Tagd 5th through 8th grade  dWednesdays at 6:30

Coming up i n May
next edition of

OFEAR FACTOROG! I'!

We are in need ofadult
chaperones Come out to
enjoy time with your youth.
Everything is pre-planned,
no muss, no fuss, just pure,
clean fun!

house! I f you
interested in be-

ing involved with

VBS, contact Ash-

ley in the office

or come on out to

the next meeting!



