Beloved & Baptized: Now What? (Service)

5" Sunday in Lent - March 21, 2010, Leonard Eberhart
Isaiah 43: 16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3: 4b-14; John 12:1-8

Fred Craddock, preacher and storyteller, recalls visiticlguach on a Sunday afternoon. He watched a
van pull up in the church parking lot and a bunch of younglpegot out. They looked like thirteen,
fourteen, maybe up to eighteen years old. Fred said bghhthere were ten or twelve young people who
belonged to that church. Fred continued, “They were pulliidped rolls. It was the awfullest looking
bunch of kids you’ve ever seen, something like the catddwdrag in. They were in really bad shape.”
Fred said, “What is this?”

The youth proceeded to tell Fred that they were returnarg & work mission trip. They had spent a
week along with some other young people to build a chierch community. They were beat. “Aw”, Fred
said, “They looked terrible.”

They sat down on their bags waiting for their paremtoime. Fred said to one of the boys, “You
tired?” And he said, “Whew, am | tired!” Then he tioned, “This is the best tired I've ever feft!”

A number of us, youth and adults, know from personalrexpee what that sort of tired is like. In
another week we’ll have a team experiencing this sditeaf after giving their energies to help further the
restoration in Cedar Rapids. Participating in suchsgion work trip is nothing short of responding to a
calling from God to a form of service.

Today I'm continuing a five part sermon series on e éxpressions of our membership covenant.
I’m convinced that unless we give thoughtful, prayerfulrdatve to the promise we’ve made, we are less
likely to take the covenant seriously. The promise \a&ams to “support the ministry of the UMC through

our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witnesgdday | want to reflect with you what it means ¢oiitp

“service”.

Service is really another way to talk about our calliMany times we keep the idea of Divine calling
restricted to that of ordained ministry. While those®who are ordained do understand ourselves to be
called by God for this work, we aren’t the only one®wne called by God. Every member of the church is
called to Christian ministry at our baptism. Each isnelled; it’s just that some of us talk about oulirgl
more than others.

The voice of God calls us to service through a varietgsks. It's unfortunate that the idea of calling
gets watered down by the notion that we are calleh&ovocation. God’s calling is much wider than to one

particular job. Consider with me, is one’s careeravaf a calling than my marriage? Is my obligation as a

lCraddock StoriesFred Craddock, p. 94
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citizen of inferior importance to my association witly family? God’s calling upon each of us
encompasses the whole of our lives as ministry. Wet diva’part of our life doing God’s will and then just
do whatever we want with the rest of our time and effor

Our commissioning at baptism acknowledges God’s comprivieeral in each of our lives. Some to
preach the gospel, others to heal the sick, there ase thho build houses, those who wait tables with a
smile, or farm the land, drive trucks, sell insurance, neler, serve as homemakers, teach our children, or
take risks to keep the rest of us safe. In most caséswveemultiple dimensions of calling. In some church
bulletins I've seen a proper delineation indicating éhafo are the pastors and then naming the entire
congregation as the ministers.

David was a member of Grace UMC in Des Moines. He nea the type who would “toot his own
horn.” At his funeral service, his call in life becamwiear. He played a role in creating the Office adtBral
Care and Counseling in the lowa Annual Conference. Davicawaslvocate for this office to be created for
the support and care of clergy in their work with congtiega. At his funeral his niece had this to say about
her Uncle David:

“David’s commitment to his church and his world as aistian informed his consciousness to the
degree that his life was a calling from God. His vocaéimbraced the spirit of the gospel of Matthew
which enjoins the feeding of the hungry, the shelterindp@homeless, the clothing of the naked, the
comforting of the sorrowing, the provision of hosptiato the stranger””

David’s life and action conveyed a sense that he hbardalling of God and it echoed through how he
lived out his passions that touched countless otherswaéisa life of Christian service.

One of the ways to measure whether we’re respondiadHavenly call is the degree of meaning we
derive from the things we do. The culture in whichlwe and do what we do measures our efforts in terms
of speed, productivity and efficiency. We end up getting weslgtown with demands and expectations.
How many times do you feel that there aren’t enough hautse day, you can never do enough to satisfy, to
the point of feeling ineffective and worthless.

While we all need a living wage, salary and bonusesraa#yfnot what fulfill us. It's important to
pause every now to reflect and listen more carefoliyttie Divine calling in our life. One of the classic
ways to define Christian calling is to pay attentionhtmse places where the world’s needs and our spiritual

gifts intersect. That's where we’ll discover our &on and place of service. In order to do this well, we

2I’m very grateful for the faithful work done by Bishop Greg®almer, the Reverends Scott Kober and Jill Sanderthaind
insightful writing inPromises to Keep: A Study of Membership in the United Meth@lisch(p. 23-24) as a primary resource for this sermon

series: “Beloved & Baptized: Now What?”
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have to be aware of our God given gifts and sensititeetmeeds of the world around us. While this
discovery is important for young persons beginning tiifeieindeavors, it's important for adults of any age
to periodically do this sort of review. Often it's atea of reaffirming God’s original call in our lives,
sometimes it's responding to a new call. Occasioritadly matter of finally yielding to God’s call that may
have been resisted for a long time.

The Mary and Martha story is a classic account vice. Some of the back story to the gospel account
has Martha complaining to Jesus because Mary isrptrigeher in the kitchen. One gets the impression
Martha sees Mary’s attention to Jesus as less produdtivtoday’s reading Judas gets into the conversation
with his complaint about Mary wasting this costly oietrthon Jesus, that the proceeds would have been
more beneficial if they were spent on the poor. TRedkeady makes a comment on Judas’s possible
motivation for saying this.

Jesus’ final reply really helps to set the recordight for both Martha and Juda$rou always have the
poor with you, but you do not always have m@n the surface, this saying of Jesus comes across éatew
egocentric. The practical application of what Jesus isasomething like the instruction about the use of
oxygen masks on an airplane. It seems counter weLibi put ones face mask on before placing the mask on
a helpless child. The instruction doesn’t mean to irtlpdy one cares about the child less than self, but it
focuses on making sure the care giver is connected tdels®lirce in order to be of most help to the child.
Jesus seems to be making a similar statement. THe oéthe poor will be with us for a long time. For
now, focus on the connection with your life sourcentlgou will always have what you need to care for

others. Jesus’ saying is a heritage recipe for living outovenant of Christian service.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

The expression of service in our covenant with God takemany varied forms.

One of the ways we engage in service beyond the Gri@oetimunity is through mission work trips.

We have 6-8 who are planning on giving some time in the GRalaids restoration beginning next Fri.

Your prayers are asked for the team to help all of thelmees share the light of Christ through these efforts.
If you're prompted to support this mission venture financigibu may purchase a portion of a share.
Joyfully serving others is how we practice faithful stedgaip.

The ushers will come to receive our tithes and oftgxin

I'll be ready to receive the offerings of the children.
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THE BENEDICTION

John Wesley calls his followers to practice the Mea#rGrace, which includes acts of mercy. We live out
our covenant to honor Christ by engaging service in his nakach for opportunities to serve Christ this
week. Remember the poor and those who suffer. Go tepegerve the Lord. Amen.

Beloved & Bapiized: Now What? (Service)

Questionsto Ponder during Lent
2100 1. “This is the best tired I've ever felt.” Reflect anime when

have had this feeling.
Prael' gy

What acts of mercy and service are needed around W
— needs to change for that need to end?

3. How can your spiritual gifts (note the top six of y&miritual
Gifts) be used in the church or community?

Engaging in Ministry of Service Practices
1. What act of neighborliness could you offer this week?

2. What skill do you have that someone might experiasce blessing: cooking, letter writing, yard
work, reading to someone, caring contact (visit/phaiégeceeting sent)?
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