
We have the great 
pleasure to welcome 
Brian Hanson back to 
Grinnell for a concert 
as we begin the Ad­
vent season.  From 
experience we know 
it will be a wonderful 
time of great piano 
music and humor, 
lots of audience par­
ticipation, and a gen­
tle reminder of how 
much God really 
loves us. 

Brian Hanson's piano 
concerts 
are a 

unique blend of hand 
picked traditional 
favorites from the old 
time hymns and gos­
pel songs, the best of 
contemporary praise 
and worship music, 
and his own original 
compositions. He is a 
man on a purpose; 
his purpose being to 
communicate the 
love of Christ 
through his music. 
And to have a really 
good time doing it!  A 
free will offering will 
be received.  Brain 
will also have CDs 

available for sale.  
Join us Sunday, Dec. 
4th at 6pm for an up­
lifting musical expe­
rience! 

What 
does a baseball in‐
jury, a wool scarf, a 
picture‐taking 
aunt, a candy cane, 
and a pile of boxes 
have to do with 
the Christmas sto‐
ry?  You will have 

to wait until the 
December 11th Chil‐
dren’s Christmas 
Program to find 
out!  “The Christ‐
mas Clinic” promis‐
es to be a fantastic 
program filled with 
the songs we know, 

the kids we love to 
watch, and a hu‐
morous and heart‐
warming script!  
We’ll see you all at 
the 10:30 service 
for an awesome 
time!  

Special points of interest: 

Meet Terence Blain!  P. 3 

Are you in 7th—12th grade and want 
to attend YSFC? See p. 7 

Advent study—Whose Birthday?  See 
p. 9 for more information 

Is the Alternative gift market back 
this year?  See p. 10 
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Dear Mom, 

Last month I mentioned how 
change seems to be one of the 
few constants in life.  I was of 
course referring to my plans for 
retirement and Diane’s resigna­
tion that will happen next sum­
mer.  As expected we’ve heard 
responses, mostly “We’re happy 
for you, but sad for us.”  Some 
have even attempted to talk me 
out of the decision. My response 
has mostly been, “the calendar is 
relentless and I don’t want to get 
to the place where someone 
needs to pressure me into mak­
ing this change.”   

No matter how you look at it, 
change is a challenge, sometimes 
it’s downright difficult.  One oth­
er change I’ve been challenging 
the congregation to consider this 
year is how we celebrate Christ­
mas with the question “Whose 
birthday is it anyway?”  I’ve cre­
ated some spot ads to prompt 
thinking throughout the fall.  
Some of those ads have been in 
the !"##"$%"&  with reinforce­
ment on the screen during the 
announcement scroll prior to 
worship on Sunday.   

I’m well aware of the sea of 
change I’m asking us to consider 
– it’s essentially a shift from fo­
cusing on ourselves to thinking 
more about others.  I don’t know 
how our culture has become so 
self­absorbed, bent on indulging 
ourselves on someone else’s 
birthday!  So the goal is to get us 
to think and pray deeper in mak­
ing a systemic change in how we 
think about Christmas. I don’t 
have any illusion that we will all 
make a dramatic change this 
year.  It is my prayer that this 
question has prompted some 

intense reflection and question­
ing that will result in a signifi­
cant change in our Christmas 
observance this year and every 
year hereafter. 

I think about this change much 
like the process one goes 
through in learning how to tithe.  
It’s a shift from scarcity thinking 
(oh, my there isn’t enough to go 
around) to a mentality of abun­
dance that recognizes God’s ex­
travagant generosity.  Once this 
awareness takes root, we be­
come freed  to practice generosi­
ty ourselves, even extravagantly!  
The 10% tithe then becomes an 
absolute minimum and the joy 
of sharing well beyond this mini­
mum become indescribable!  I 
wonder how much more we 
would enjoy Christmas with this 
attitude. 

Another way change has been 
evident in a good way this fall is 
by having two new musicians 
come on board.  Stephanie and 
Terence come with a great deal 
of experience, new ideas and a 
willingness to share. For the 
most part we all experience 
great blessing from this change.  
Change has a way of challenging 
the familiar with something new 
to take its place. I know there 
are individuals in the congrega­
tion who have found some of 
these changes to be disconcert­
ing.  I am finding myself needing 
to change my patterns of doing 
things as I plan worship.  So as 
Stephanie and Terence have 
asked patience from us to live 
into this new arrangement, so I/
we have to ask for their indul­
gence to help me/us through 
this change.   

I’m fully confident that the re­

sult of all these changes is the 
prelude for being able to bring 
more glory to God.  For now we 
ask for grace from one another 
and place our dependence upon 
God to lead us through these 
times.   

Our family is going through 
changes of our own as we pre­
pare to celebrate the holidays 
without Dad this year.  I know 
you understand what we as a 
congregation are going through 
too.  I sure enjoyed the change 
that allowed us to be together 
with you for Thanksgiving this 
year. 

Love, 

Len 
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Len’s Letter 

THE MESSENGER 

The challenge is essentially to plan to 
give an equal dollar amount we spend 
on all of our Christmas celebrations:  
gifts, meals, travel, and decorations, to 
ministries at Women at the Well UMC.  

GRMC is offering an infor-
mal cancer support group 
from 9:30-10:10 every Tues-
day morning in Room 204  
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The Advent Season is a time to 
ponder our relationship with 
God and to expectantly wait yet 
again for the celebration of Je­
sus’ birth.  Our Missions Com­
mittee each year selects projects 
to support by means of an Ad­
vent Offering.  *+,$-.//$0.'1$
#'2/+&#1$.'$3".&$4#-&/#33#)5$
6'$#'7#/+8#$3+$)#3,)'$-.3"$
9+,)$+00#).'($:9$;#2<$=><$$
For those who receive the news­

letter electronically, 

you will receive an envelope in 
the mail or may pick one up by 
the large screen T.V. From this 
offering, $900 will be donated to 
help a local family through MI­
CA’s Project Home Mission.  The 
remaining money will be divided  
equally between:  Trinity UMC, 
our sister congregation in Des 
Moines, the Grinnell Ministerial 
Local Needs Fund, and for the 
2012 Mission Work Trip to Jop­
lin, MO.  Please give generously.  
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Advent Offering 

“I wish I could just 
fast­forward 

through the holi­
days.” 

Many of us silently express this 
sentiment amid the holiday bustle, 
shopping, busyness, and tradi­
tions.  While many look forward to 
the smells of pine, candlelight, and 
Christmas carols, others dread the 
holidays. The sense of an impend­
ing hurt can come at this time of 
year and for good reason­­the hol­
idays often rekindle the pain of 
loss and, for others, increase life’s 
burdens and responsibilities. The 
holidays can also illuminate the 
absence or shortcomings of our 
closest relationships. As we enter 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
New Year’s celebrations, let us 
take time to pray for these situa­
tions in our church family, reflect 
on our own circumstances, and 
honoring all the ways that we may 
individually and collectively seek 
spiritual peace. 

Consider the following kinds of 
comfort and support: 

 ?33#'1$3"#$@/,#$A").&3B6&$

&#)7.2#  at the First Presbyter­
ian Church, Friday Dec. 16 at 
7pm, a time to see vividly that 
you are not alone, that there is 
a place for your hurt and a 
time to continue processing 
your emotions. 

 ?//+-$9+,)&#/0$3+$)#2#.7#$
2+B0+)3$6'1$)#&3< Those 
who have been through death, 
divorce, depression, and other 
life challenges need to rest at 
the holidays, when time al­
lows. If you do not have some­
one urging you to the couch or 
handing you a cup of herb tea, 
you may need to do it for your­
self. 

 A)#63#$/.("3$6&$3"#$16)CD
'#&&$+0$-.'3#)$&#33/#&$.'< 
Light candles. Seek the compa­
ny of others at times of day 
when you feel most alone. 
Take time to welcome the light 
of Christ into your mind and 
heart. With His strength, you 
may be able to spend time in 
remembrance of those who 
have died. Consider also the 
hard work of granting addi­
tional forgiveness towards 

those you feel are responsible 
for your loss or situation. 

 E+2,&$+'$9+,)$"+8#&$0+)$
3+169$6'1$3"#$0,3,)#<$God’s 
gift of his son offers us the 
promise of healing and peace. 
May you find new ways to 
identify with this hope that is 
the cornerstone of our faith life 
together. 

F#B#B:#)$3"63$3"#)#$.&$'+$
).("3$+)$-)+'($-69$3+$2#/#D
:)63#$3"#$"+/.169&<  Make a plan 
for what you will and won’t try to 
do this year. Then make a back­up 
plan so that you can compromise 
and negotiate with others. 

“Christmas is not an easy 
time to do the work of re­

membering, 

crying, feeling sad. But I en­
courage you to do it anyway. 

Don’t worry about what any­
one else thinks. Take the time 

You need to grieve your 
loss.” 

~Barbara G. Schmitz in '(")*+,")-,)
.(&+#/ 

Healing the Pain of Loss at the Holidays a Stephen Ministries Reflection 

Thank you for your school 
kit donations!  We deliv­
ered 117 for Ingathering 
this year! 



books at the Drake Community 
Library.  This month we also 
worshipped at St. Mary’s Catho­
lic Church.  Upcoming events 
include: 

;#2<$=$– Live Nativity at the 
UCC Church yard from 6:00 – 

Thanks you for your generous 
contributions to the November 
6th Bake Sale.  We raised   
$442.46  for Kids Against Hun­
ger.  We “gave back in Novem­
ber” by packaging meals for Kids 
Against Hunger and by sorting 

The Celtic Saints of 
old understood that 
the distance between 

heaven and earth was often 
“thin” in certain, sacred places. 
God was so close you could feel 
The Presence!  Sometimes we 
experience these thin places at 
times of crisis or times of joy. 
Thin places may be in sanctuar­
ies, outdoors, or in the quietness 
of our homes.  Often they hap­

pen in our lives while we are 
waiting.  During Advent, the 
Prince of Peace calls us to take 
time to listen, to open our senses 
to where God is at work in our 
lives, to prepare and to wait.  As 
you read the Messenger, you 
may almost be overwhelmed at 
the number of opportunities you 
will have to worship, to study, to 
serve, to give.  May you experi­

ence God in these 
thin places, and may 
Advent bring you 
closer in your love 
for God and for others. 

Serving with you, 

Deacon Diane$

S
e
r
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Confirmation Comments         

Deacon Diane’s Corner 

THE MESSENGER 

“!"#$%&'()*+,-*.%)*%-%*),/"$0%$1#2
menical service for those who are 
feeling less than merry as Christ-
,-*%-//(3-1'$*4%5'$%6!"#$%&'()*+2
,-*.%*$(7)1$%388$(*%-%,$**-9$%38%
comfort and hope to help us 
through times of struggle during 
the holidays. It acknowledges the 
pain and sadness many people feel 
at Christmas time, due to the loss 
of a loved one, struggles with ill-

ness or loneliness, financial strug-
gles, or painful family dynamics 
that surface at Christmas time. 
 
6!"#$%&'()*+,-*.%)*%-%+),$%83(%/$32
ple to gather in community, to re-
flect and pray, to worship 
and to share in a time of fellowship 
with one another. All are warmly 
invited to attend this 
special service. Invite family, 

friends, neighbors, or others for 
whom you might feel concern 
during this holiday season. 
Pastor Len and Deacon Di-
ane will be par-
ticipating in lead-
ing this service 
along with sever-
al other clergy in 
town. 

Blue Christmas:  Friday Dec. 16th, 7pm First Presbyterian Church 

8:00 p.m. 

;#2<$GH$– Faith Friend Sunday 
at 9:15 a.m. 

;#2<$=>$6'1$I6'<$G­  No Sun­
day School or Confirmation 
Classes!  

We would like to thank our church 
family and friends for your many 
acts of kindness extended to us 
during our time of great loss.  We 
especially want to thank Deacon 
Diane for her beautiful service for 
Heidi and then for Kirk. 

Those of you who were responsi­
ble for the lovely luncheon follow­
ing Heidi’s service and the fellow­
ship/coffee time after Kirk’s ser­
vice are thanked more than you 
know.  Both were truly appreciat­
ed. 

Your many cards and prayers have 
meant a great deal to us.  Thanks 
again for everything and God bless 
you all. 

Roger & Mitzi Pederson                              
Kristi, Dana & LeAnn Pederson 

Thank you! 
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Advent Greetings to you all!   
Advent is not only a time of great 
anticipation for the Christ, but 
also a time of new beginnings 
fulfilled.  In recent years this sea-
son has become one of my favor-
ite times of year, not because of 
the stress inducing calamity of 
;+)*%+'$%*$-*3<0%=#+%=$1-#*$%)+%)*%
the beginning of the church year 
and the knowledge that God al-
ways has something new in store 
83(%$-1'%38%#*0%-<>%-"*3%83(%?3>@*%
worshipping church.   
Pastor Len spoke a few weeks 
ago about blessedness and how 
we, as people of faith, are so 
="$**$>4%%A%1$(+-)<"B%,)((3(%C$<@*%
expressions in extending my ex-
citement for how we have man-
aged to find one another, seem-
ingly by coincidence, but certainly 
by Providence.  He mentioned a 
back story, and I wanted to share 
that with you by way of continued 
introduction.  But first, let me say 
how much I have enjoyed meet-
ing many of you and how much I 
appreciate the warm and hospita-
ble welcome that has already 
been extended.  I know there will 
be more of that to come and I 
look forward to that! 
Having been born here in Iowa, 
and raised in Montezuma, I have 
a long familiarity with Grinnell 
United Methodist Church.  The 
late Robert and Cecile Mitchell, 
my great uncle and aunt, were 
active members here for many 
years, as well as other family 
members who continue to be di-
rectly or indirectly involved with 
this congregation.  I was excited 
to share the news with them that 
I had landed in such a wonderful 
place.  And it was quite unex-
pected!  Chicago had been my 

home for nearly a decade, but 
several sets of circumstances 
drew me back to Iowa, and I just 
knew it was time to try small 
town life again.  It was hard to 
leave Chicago, especially the 
church where I had served as mu-
sic director for the past five years, 
Grace Lutheran Church of Evans-
ton.  My aunt Nancy, who wor-
ships at the Brooklyn UMC, knew 
of the organist/accompanist posi-
tion in Grinnell, and she knew 
that I was moving back to Iowa.  
Within a few hours after hearing 
of this and leaving a message at 
the church, Pastor Len was on the 
/'3<$%D)+'%,$4%%%A%+'3#9'+%A@>%E#*+%
/#+%,B%<-,$%3<%+'$%6*#=.%")*+0%
but I guess something else was in 
the works.  Alas, I am here with 
you now, and I am also closer to 
my family in Montezuma, where I 
am also residing.   
Music has always been an im-
portant part of my life, and in par-
+)1#"-(0%A@7$%-"D-B*%'->%-%/-**)3<%
and love for music of the church.  
I was raised on the good old 
hymns and gospel music that I 
know many of you appreciate and 
love.  I went on to study music in 
college, receiving a degree in ap-
plied piano from John Brown Uni-
versity in 1992, a Christian liberal 
arts college in Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas.  During my time at JBU 
I also studied organ, voice, choral 
conducting and minored in Bibli-
cal studies.  Life after college has 
taken me many places, including 
Michigan, Seattle and Chicago 
twice, and while music has never 
been a full-time vocation for me, 
it continues to feed my soul and I 
would be lost without it.   
Having served as a part-time mu-
sician in Southern Baptist, Evan-

gelical Cove-
nant, ELCA 
Lutheran, and 
two United 
Methodist con-
gregations, my 
experience offering musical lead-
ership in worship is diverse.  It is 
my hope that we will work togeth-
er to continue creating relevant 
and meaningful worship at Grin-
nell UMC.  I am looking forward to 
working with the pastoral staff, 
Stephanie and the many other 
gifted musicians and volunteers 
that already make this possible.  I 
also look forward to learning 
,3($%-=3#+%+')*%13<9($9-+)3<@*%
musical preferences, and finding 
ways to create a balance as we 
sometimes shift gears to intro-
duce something that may be new 
to you.  There will be a continued 
period of transition for both 
Stephanie and I as we get to 
know you all better.  We are work-
ing closely with the pastoral staff 
to create a great Advent and 
Christmas season that will be fa-
miliar, filled with anticipation and 
finally joy!   
Now on a personal note, I love 
hiking and camping, gardening, 
and cooking.  In fact, I have a ca-
+$()<9%=#*)<$**0%*3%+'$($@*%-%<$D%
threat in the church potluck cate-
gory, so look out!   
Again, thank you for such a warm 
and hospitable welcome to Grin-
nell UMC! 

In faith, 

Terence Blain 
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Meet our new organist/pianist– Terence Blain! 



Fireside Room on December 7th 
at around 12:30.  If you want to 
come along, pick up a permission 
slip by the large screen TV. or talk 
to Ashley in the office. 

F$($@*%D'-+%$"*$%)*%13,)<9%#/G  

 January 4th:  Movie Day 

 February 1st:  Bowling 

 

 

Our December Christmas Carol-
ing adventure and service project 
will be December 7thG%%H$@($%$I2

cited to spread some 
1'$$(%-<>%J$*#*@%
love with wonderful 
carols we all know.  
H$@""%,$$+%)<%+'$%

!4-494%65'$%J3#(<$B.%K>7$<+%
Study 

We began our advent study on 
K>-,%F-,)"+3<@*0%65'$%
J3#(<$B0.%)<%L37$,=$(4%%
We will finish this on 
December 21st just in 

+),$%83(%&'()*+,-*G%%A+@*%=$$<%-<%
awesome time so far!  All 5th-8th 
grades are more than welcome to 
E3)<%#*%$7$<%)8%B3#%'-7$<@+%=$$<%
able to attend all the sessions. 

6:30-7:45pm 

Fireside room 

Reminder:  We will not have 
t.a.g. on December 28th!  Enjoy 
your break with family and loved 
ones! 

been packaging meals for Kids 
Against Hunger, giving attention 
to a special friend, singing songs 
for others, making and sending 
cards, or supporting college stu-
dents during stressful finals 
weeks, we have truly made (and 
still are making) church a verb! 

 

The Education Com-
mittee issued a chal-
lenge to our Grinnell 

United Methodist Church to focus 
3<%6?)7)<9%!-1M.%)<%L37$,=$(4%%
Our congregation has taken part 
in numerous special activities, 
giving of gifts, organization ef-
forts, and other awesome giving-
=-1M%$883(+*G%%H'$+'$(%D$@7$%

!J?4K$*LMN$<<<$0+)$622#83D
.'($3"#$2"6//#'(#< $

!J?4K$*LMN$<<<$0+)$1+.'($
B+)#< $

!J?4K$*LMN$<<<$0+)$9+,)$
2+'3.',#1$#00+)3&$:#9+'1$

4+7#B:#)<$ $
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t.a.g. 5th through 8th grades 

Give Back November THANKS! Our Challenge was accepted and Fulfilled!   

Chaperones are always 
needed, and they always 
enjoy the adventure too!  
Contact Ashley to help! 

THE MESSENGER 

Wednesday Adventures– K through 4th grades 

Plans are in 
progress for a 

mission trip to 
Joplin MO for 

summer of 2012!   

@/6'C#3$O,'169$L00#).'($$  

Thanks to all who contributed to the Church World 
Service Blanket Sunday. Grinnell UMC donated $1282 
this year!  At $5 a blanket, it means we donated 256 
blankets to those who are in need. 
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REGULAR REGISTRION DEAD-
LINE:  JANUARY 11th 

This year, the Keynote Speaker is 
our own Wesley Woods Director 
Deke Rider, and the praise band, 
Inner Rain, is back from last year 
because you all loved them so 
much!  For more information 
check out www.youthstrike.com 
or talk to Ashley! 

A+@*%+),$%+3%*)9<%#/G%%A8%B3#%-($%-%
7th-12th grader who is interested 
in attending or finding out more 
information on Youth Strike, now 
is the time to talk to Ashley, fill 
out the registration, and organize 
your roommates!   

 
EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT REGIS-

TRATION DEADLINE:  DECEMBER 
28th 

 

&'$1M%3#+%D'-+%D$@($%>3)<9%+')*%
month, and be on the look-out for 
other activities. 

December Activities 

December 11th 
During the month of December, 
the Senior High offers their sup-
port and hands to prepare for the 
&'()*+,-*%*$-*3<4%%H$@($%3(9-<)N2
ing several mission projects, for 

December 11, so be on the look-
out! 

Holiday Break Volunteering 
It has been a kind of tradition to 
get our Senior High together dur-
ing the holiday break at the end 
of December to go out into the 
community to do some hands-on 
work.  We are reminded of the 
true Christmas spirit, and bring 

joy wherever we go!  Keep your 
eyes open for more information 
coming soon! 

 

 

GRAM! 
December 25:  NO SUNDAY 

SCHOOL; 9am:  Combined 
Christmas Service 

January 1:  NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL; 9am:  Combined New 
O$-(@*%P-B%Q$(7)1$ 

Gifts for Jesus 
H$@""%13<+)<#$%D)+'%3#(%9)7)<9%
spirit throughout the holidays 
with our Gifts for Jesus tree!  Eve-
ry year, our Sunday school clas-
ses take great pride in collecting 
items for their special tree and 

Extra!  Extra!  Read all about what 
our Sunday school has coming 
#/G%%H'$+'$(%)+@*%3#(%'3")>-B%
schedule, our Gifts for Jesus Tree, 
or our Christmas Program, you 
can find it all HERE! 

Sunday School Holiday Sched-
ule: 
December 4:  9:15-10:15am:  

&')">($<@*%&'()*+,-*%R(39(-,%
Practice 

December 11:  9:15-10:15am:  
&')">($<@*%&'()*+,-*%R(39(-,%
Practice; 10:30am service:  
&FACPSTL@Q%&FSAQ5UKQ%RSV2

mission.  This year, donations will 
go to MICA.  They are apprecia-
tive of any food donations, but 
they have also given us a short 
list of specific needs:   
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Sunday School News 

Senior High 

Thinking ahead!  Mark your 
calendars for Youth Sunday 
on January 22nd 
for both services! 

O3#+'%Q+()M$%83(%&'()*+%6Q3#"%Q#(7)73(.%W$=4%X-5 

Boxed potatoes, 
Mac n’ cheese, 
Tuna Helper, Ham-
burger Helper 

http://www.youthstrike.com/


and couple exercises.  There will 
also be information presented by 
a marriage expert on DVD. 
***Persons will need to take an 
on­line inventory that will pro­
vide the couple with feedback 
and areas for discussion. 

The Couple Checkup provides a 
guide for you to better under­
stand your relationship; no mat­
ter how long you have been mar­
ried. This is a great gift you can 
give to yourselves!! 

Drawing on over 35 years of re­
search and the responses of over 
50,000 couples, The Couple 
Checkup explores issues such as 
communication, finances, sexu­
ality, spirituality, and parenting. 
You will compare your results 

with other couples and learn 
principles for strengthening 
your relationship with one an­
other.  Material Costs will be 
around $50, but we will have 
scholarships available. 

$

 Would you 
wait 100,000 
miles to 

change the oil in your car? 
Would you go 25 years 
without a dental checkup? 
Would you have a physical 
exam only once in your life­
time?  
 
*+,)$)#/63.+'&".8$1#&#)7#&$
6$2"#2C,8$3++N The Spiritual 
Nurture and Outreach Commit­
tee is planning two Sunday af­
ternoons for couples to look at 
their marriages on February 19th 
and 26th from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.  
Pastor Len and Deacon Diane 
will be using some of the re­
sources they use with pre­
marital couples to lead topics 

On Sunday, November 6th at 
9am, the Friendship Center was 
filling up in anticipation for our 
“Fingerprints on Grinnell” Rally.  
Even before Pastor Len and Dea­
con Diane said those final words 
for the benediction, these youth 
and adults were ready to bust 
open the sanctuary doors and 
flood the church with their ener­
gy and excitement!  For this spe­

cial Sunday school hour, our 
church left our places in our 
pews and rooms to volunteer in 
the surrounding community.  
We traveled to three nursing 
homes, the Drake Library, the 
Onthank’s new house, and 
PALS.  We had special attendees 
who traveled and made it their 
priority to be with us specifically 
to volunteer during this special 

hour.  THANK 
YOU for making 
this hour so special!  THANK 
YOU for connecting the church 
and the community!  THANK 
YOU for coming out, lining up, 
and giving back! 
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Marriage Check­Up Retreat Coming in February 

“Fingerprints on Grinnell”– Rally Day Thanks! 

THE MESSENGER 

Please contact Deacon Diane at      
deacondiane@iowatelecom.net by Jan. 
1st, if you plan to participate.  You will 
need to take the on-line inventory by 
January 15th.  It is easy to do and 
takes about 45 minutes.   

An eight week Sunday school class 
will be held beginning January 8th 
on “Discovering god’s Vision 
For Your Life – You and 
Your Spiritual Gifts.”   Have 
you ever wondered why some 
things come easily to you?  Do you 
wish you could grow in some are­

as where you don’t excel? Do you 
think God may be calling you to 
do something new?  This eight 
week study will include an inven­
tory to discover your gifts.  You 
will also have an opportunity to 
learn more about these gifts.  
Wendy Ramsey, will be providing 

leadership, with the help of oth­
ers.  Mark your calendars and 
save the date!!  We do need to 
know how many plan to attend so 
that we can order the resources.  
Please contact the church office by 
Dec. 24th , if you plan to be a part 
of this important class! 

Discover Your Spiritual Gifts for 2012 

mailto:deacondiane@iowatelecom.net
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As candles are lit at 7 p.m. local 
time, creating a virtual wave of 
light, hundreds of thousands of 
persons commemorate and hon-
or the memory of children in a 
way that transcends all ethnic, 
cultural, religious, and political 
boundaries.  Grinnell UMC friends 
are invited to light a candle in 
their homes on December 11th. 

Anticipation of a very 
special and memora-
ble day grows as the 
15th Worldwide Can-

dle Lighting December 11, 2011 
nears. The Compassionate 
Friends Worldwide Candle Light-
ing unites family and friends 
around the globe in lighting can-
dles for one hour to honor and 
remember children who have 
died at any age from any cause. 

6H'3*$%!)(+'>-B%A*%A+%K<BD-BY.%%
Many of you have heard Pastor 
Len send out the challenge to 
think about this phrase.  Would 
you like to learn more?  Deacon 
Diane and Pastor Len will be 
leading a study on this book by 
Michael Slaughter on Thursdays 
during the noon hour in Advent.  

The class will begin on Thursday, 
Dec. 1st from 12:10 :  12:55 so 
that you can come during your 
lunch hour.  Come to all classes 
or just one!  Bring a lunch if you 
wish.  Please email me at                     
deacondiane@iowatelecom.net if 
you are interested in participating 
or call the church office.  This 

study, by 
Michael 
Slaughter 
is thought 
provoking 
and life 

changing.  Come and bring a 
friend! 

released from Prison in January.  
There will be training on Decem­
ber 11th from 1:00 – 4:00 at 
Grinnell UMC for those who 
might be interested in being a 
part of a team for this young 
man or for a possible future 

 When persons are released from 
prison, they need all the support 
they can get to be able to start a 
new life.  A correctional officer 
from Newton has asked whether 
the Grinnell community might 
help a young man who will be 

woman from Mitchellville.  Rev. 
Jim Davis will be leading the 
training, and persons from sev­
eral congregations will be in at­
tendance. Please let Deacon Di­
ane know if this is something 
you would like to be a part of!! 
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Light a Candle in Memory... 

6&'()*+,-*%A*%L3+%O3#(%!)(+'>-B. 

After Care Team Forming 

The Church and Society 
Committee is partici-
pating in the 2nd U)"$@*%%
Christmas Share pro-

gram again this year.  We have exciting news :  the 
program has changed!  This year the families have 
listed gift suggestions- items that they really need for 
themselves or their homes and also a few items that 
are wants- +(#$%9)8+*%+'-+%+'$B%>3<@+%=#B%83(%+'$,2

selves.  We are so excited to be helping families and 
individuals out this way.  Name distribution was Nov. 
20th and 27th.  Thank you for celebrating the reason 
for the season by helping others in our community.   
Please bring gifts to the church office no later than 
Dec. 5. 

       Christmas Share 

It isn’t rocket 
science to 
remember whose 
birthday 
Christmas is.  
Have you been 
keeping track of  
an equivalent gift 
to give the Christ 
Child?

Snowbirds! 
Please let the 
church office 
know your plans 
in regards to mail.  Would you 
like your newsletter stopped 
while you are gone or forwarded?  
Call or email the church office:  
236-3757                                   
officegumc@iowatelecom.net 

mailto:officegumc@iowatelecom.net
mailto:deacondiane@iowatelecom.net


your Social Security income to 
higher tax levels, and will count 
toward your minimum required 
distribution (MRD). 

Gifts must be made 0+&"1/23 
from your IRA to the Church.  
It’s easy to make the gift by di­
recting your custodian to trans­
fer a portion of your IRA directly 
to Grinnell United Methodist 

Church, 916 5th Ave. Grinnell, 
IA  50112                                      
officegumc@iowatelecom.net)

For further information, contact 
the church office for a “Facts & 
Guidelines” information sheet or 
Delphina Baumann. 

You can make distributions di­
rectly to the Church from your 
traditional or Roth IRA, as long 
as you are at least 70 ½ years 
old when you transfer the gifts. 
Such gifts can be made without 
increasing your taxable income 
or withholding. Additionally, 
funds transferred from your IRA 
to a charity will NOT subject 

The Alternative Gift 
Market will be open in the Friend-
ship Center, following each wor-
ship service on December 4th, 
11th, and 18th.  Bring your Christ-
mas shopping list, and do some 
real feel-good shopping for Heifer 
Project International and Church 

World Service.  A variety of ani-
mals and life changing products 
will be for sale, including tools, 
soccer balls, and vitamins for 
malnourished children. 
 
Did you know that just $12 can 
provide necessary vitamins for 

ten children for a year?!  Do you 
have someone on your list who 
would be touched to receive a 
card telling them you helped pro-
vide clean water in their honor?  
Come check out the possibilities 
and show your children a differ-
ent kind of giving. 
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*P?F$P4;$QRE!O$!L$!JP$AJMFAJ$!6S DE)##$Q.03&$+0$RF?$?&&#3&$
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                      Alternative Gift Market 

THE MESSENGER 

UMW Christmas Tea 

Stained Glass Window Restoration Complete 

One of the treasures of the GUMC 
building are the exquisite windows.  
This artistic expression is intended 
to focus our attention on some-
thing more than ourselves.  The 
stained glass windows have in-
spired worshippers and persons in 
the community for over a century.  
In order to allow them to continue 
doing their work, some needed res-
toration was required.  The congre-
gation responded generously to 
fund the restoration of the three 

large windows.  The giving was so 
generous that we oversubscribed 
the cost of three windows!   
The Trustees decided to honor the 
13<9($9-+)3<@*%9$<$(3*)+B%=B%#*)<9%
the extra funds to give similar at-
tention to about half a dozen small-
er windows that were also showing 
their age.  These windows were re-
stored in the same way the large 
windows were repaired and have 
new exterior protective covering 
added.  The funds on hand almost 

covered all this additional work.  
The outstanding 
balance that still 
needs to be fund-
ed is $8359.41 
You can help 
complete this pro-
ject with a gift 
marked:  
6H)<>3D%S$*+3(-2
+)3<4.%%Z5(#*+$$* 
 
 

The UMW Christmas Tea will be December 14 at 1:30 in the Friendship Center.  
We will have a memorial service to honor the members who passed away this 
year and install 2012 officers.  Please join us for music by Stephanie Onthank 
and Deacon Diane. 

mailto:officegumc@iowatelecom.net
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Grinnell Ministerial Association 
Local Needs Fund, Justice for 
Our Neighbors, United Method­
ist Committee on Relief to help 
with disasters around the world, 
and Women at the Well in 
Mitchellville Prison.  Thanks for 
your support!! 

In January, the Missions com­
mittee invited you to consider 
giving $1 a week to Missions – 
that is $52 a year!  We would 
encourage you to keep this com­
mitment as the year nears its 
end.   The Missions committee 
designated that the money 
raised this year is divided be­
tween:  Milk Vouchers and the 

The 14th annual Christmas din­
ner will be held Dec. 25 at 
1:00pm in the Friendship Cen­
ter.  Our church extends an invi­
tation to the whole community 
to join us as we celebrate 
Christ’s birth.  We hope you can 
come to share in this time of fel­
lowship.  A dedicated group of 
volunteers will be helping out in 

a variety of ways:  donating time 
in serving, meal preparation, 
clean­up, contributing pies, rel­
ish trays, cheese and cracker 
trays, Jell­O salads, and doing 
many other behind the scene 
activities to pull the dinner to­
gether.  We are fortunate to have 
so many people in our congrega­
tion whose generosity in sharing 

their time and talents 
makes this hospitality 
possible. 

Please RSVP to the church by 
Monday, Dec. 19th (236­3757) if 
you are attending the dinner.  If 
you can help in any way, please 
see the insert in the bulletin and 
return it to the church. 
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Rainbow Connection 

Christmas Dinner 

4+$F++B$?3$3"#$R'' D$
Be sure to check out all of the 
nativity sets during the Jingle 
Bell Holiday.  They will be on 
display at the basement of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church from 
noon and 8pm on Friday,  
Dec. 2.  Donations welcome 
and will help St. Joseph’s 
homeless shelter in Des 
Moines, MICA, and Grinnell 
Ministerial Assoc. with local 
transient and homeless. 

4+7#B:#)$=V 3"$–$
E.)&3$O,'169$.'$?1D
7#'3 .  Come to see the 

decorations and experience the 
lighting of the first Advent candle. 

;#2#B:#)$W 3"$–$O#2+'1$O,'D
169$.'$?17#'3 .  Sacrament of 
Holy Communion will be cele­
brated during both morning ser­
vices.  6pm Brian Hanson will be 
in concert in the sanctuary.  (See 
story on p. 1) 

;#2#B:#)$GG 3"$–$!".)1$O,'D
169$.'$?17#'3<   The 8am service 
will be a more traditional wor­
ship, including two baptisms.  The 
annual Sunday school program 

will be presented during the 10:30 
service.   

;#2#B:#)$GX 3"$–$@/,#$A").&3D
B6&5$V8B5$Y)#&:93#).6'$
A",)2" .  An ecumenical worship 
to provide comfort to those who 
are experiencing loss and for 
whom Christmas won’t be joyous 
this year.   

;#2#B:#)$GH 3"$–$E+,)3"$O,'D
169$.'$?17#'3<   Worship during 
both services will be composed of 
lessons and carols, with our vari­
ous choirs participating.   

;#2#B:#)$=W 3"$–$A").&3B6&$
P7#<  4pm  Candle and Carol Cel­
ebration.  9pm Candle, Carol and 

Communion.  We will have spe­
cial music, we will sing lots of car­
ols and enjoy sharing in Jesus’ 
birthday celebration. 

;#2#B:#)$=> 3"$–$A").&3B6&$
;69<   We will have ONE worship 
service at 9am, no Sunday School.  
The Christmas dinner to which 
the entire community is invited 
will be at 1pm in the Friendship 
Center. 

I6',6)9$G &3$–$A+7#'6'3$O,'D
169<  We will have ONE worship 
service at 9am at which we will 
celebrate Holy Communion and 
share in the Wesley Covenant 
making, no Sunday School.   

Advent and Christmas at GUMC 



E.'6'2.6/$R'0+)B63.+' $

!"#$=UGG$+8#)63.'($:,1(#3 $

 Total giving in Oct.           $  45,839.31 

 Total giving YTD                             $33,074.08 

 Budgeted Expenses YTD            $426,523.57 

 Giving minus budget exp. YTD  ­$  57,997.15 

                                        ?23,6/$O8#'1.'($*!; $

 Local Ministry                               $  19,587.02 

 Missions                                       $  74,776.73 

 Building                                        $  43,169.38 

 Staff                                             $247,059.69 

Total YTD                                        $384,592.82 

?23,6/$1#0.2.3$3")+,("$L23+:#)$=UGG$ D
ZGX5U==<=T$

$

?33#'16'2# $

Total attendance this October     1513 

Total attendance last  October                     1612 

Avg. attendance YTD                                     300 

Avg. attendance last  YTD                             301 

?88)+7#1$@,1(#3 $

$32,700.00 

$74,860.00 

$551,100.00 

$263,863.57 

$426,523.57 

@6'C$A"6)(#&$Z=><HT$

L3"#)$R'2+B#$ZVU<UU $

@.)3"169&[ $

G­Karla Cornish, Jerry Grosenbach; =­Paul Nelson, 
Drew Petersen, Wendy Ramsey, Paul Swick, Kim 
Wallace; T­Kaitlyn Smith; W­Marilyn Kennett, Lar­
ry Kunce, Alex Nevins­Snook; >­Lynn Mawe, Chris 
Wray; X­Tyler Gade, Floyd Heishman, Chuck John­
son, Alex Mitchell, Marly Wooster; V­John 
Breeden, Sam Burt, Jack Hendrickson, Loma Pink­
erton; H­Ron Huth, Amanda Lincoln; \ ­Trudy 
Asplund, Marilyn Vogt; GU­Larry German, Clay 
Harris, Donna Johnson, Katie Onthank, Todd Rob­
bins, Bessie Tedrick; GG­Carlyle Phipps; GT­Dan Si­
card; GW­Karol Bair, Kim Blunk, Stan Stewart; G>­
Rhonda Brennecke, Jamie Lloyd, Hazel Lease; GX­
Carson Haines, Molly Wray; GV­Rodney Allen, Kim 
Beck, Morgan Sharp; GH­Jennifer Ashing, Andrea 
O’Connor; G\­Sally Grosenbach, David Krumm, 
Lynnda Risting; =U­Eleanor Osland, Matt Wray; =G
­Kenneth Johnson, Halee Means, Cody Sicard, Jus­
tin Sicard; ==­Patrick Bergmann, Meghan Stewart; 
=W­Lenna Halstead, Chris Marsho, Mary Lou Neu­
mann; =X­Dwight Dufoe, Mindy Uitermarkt; =V­
Karin Jones, Jan Nevins, Danny O’Connor, 
Mardene Schultz; =H­Kary Kinmonth; =\ ­Steve 

Blom, Jordan Ely; TU­Jan 
Mitchell, Abby Reding; TG
­Mary Grosenbach 

?''.7#)&6).#&[ $

W­Richard & Norma Brignon, Ken & June Steffen; >
­Bob & Marilyn Vogt, Bob & Louise Wilkins; \ ­
Percy & Rosetta Willer; GU­Jim & Carol Ahrens; GH­
Phil & Carol Arnold; =U­Alan & Lora Cline; =T­Ray 
& Clara Bulens ; =\ ­Eric & Mary Jo Bailey; TG­John 
& Kim Huth 
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Financial Corner:  What’s Happening at GUMC through October 
2011? 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries: 

THE MESSENGER 

It sure would 
be nice to go 
somewhere 
warm this 
Christmas!

Gotta remember 
whose birthday it 
is too though!!
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8:00am  Worship                                                   
9:15am    Sunday School          
10:30am Worship                                    
4:00pm  Disciple Bible Study                                         

]#1'#&169[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
5:30pm Radiant Ringers                                  
6:30pm Carillon Choir                                               
6:30pm t.a.g.                                       
7:30pm Chancel Choir 

 

 

 

Each weekday, volunteer drivers pick up meals at the Grinnell Senior 
Center and deliver these nutritious meals to approximately 45 senior 
citizens around our community.  Our church shares this responsibility 
with other churches and service clubs, enabling dozens of senior citi­
zens to live more independently in their homes.  Volunteer drivers are 
needed for our next assigned dates ­ December 19­22 and December 27
­30.  The meals are ready for delivery at 11:00 AM.  Routes can general­
ly be completed in 45 minutes, including time to return delivery bags 
and route notes.  Currently, the 4 routes each have 8­14 deliveries.  We 
have a dedicated cadre of volunteers who have been faithful drivers 
several times and many of them will again step forward to offer their 
time.  We always need new volunteers to share this outreach responsi­
bility.  If you would be willing to help out as a volunteer driver, whether 
"first­timer" or "more experienced", please contact Don Burkhead (236
­8937 or dtburkhead@mchsi.com).  Can you help us spread the Joy of 
Christmas? 
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Recurring Events:                                 Meals on Wheels 

DECEMBER 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 Jingle Bell Holi-
day 6-8p 

3 

4 * 6p Christmas 
Concert Brian 
Hanson 

5 6 7 * 12:15p UMW 
Exec. Board; 12p 
Wed. Adv., 5:15p 
Hospitality 

8 9 10 

11* 10:30a Chil-
dren’s Program; 
1p Aftercare 
training; 7p Sr. 
High 

12 7p Lydia Circle 13 14* UMW Christ-
mas Tea; 6p Fi-
nance; 6p Trus-
tees 

15  16 7p Blue 
Christmas @1st 
Presbyterian 

17 

18* 19 20 21* No Choir 22 23 24 4p  Candle & 
Carol; 9p Candle, 
Carol & Commun-
ion 

25 9a Combined 
Service; no SS; 1p 
Christmas dinner 

26 Church of-
fice closed 

27 28 29 30 31 

No Great 
meeting 
night 



Return Service Requested 

916 5th Avenue 
Grinnell, IA  50112 

GRINNELL  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH  
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pastorlen@iowatelecom.net 
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deacondiane@iowatelecom.net                 
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tootsie0013@gmail.com 
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stephonthank@gmail.com 

!#)#'2#$@/6.'5$L)(6'.&3_
Y.6'.&3 $

O"6''+'$F#1.'(5$L00.2#$
%6'6(#)$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
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officegumc@iowatelecom.net                  $
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We Faithfully Participate in the 
Ministries of the Church by... 

Phone: 641-236-3757 
Fax: 641-236-5755 

E-mail: officegumc@iowatelecom.net 

Living, Loving, Sharing God's Word 

We’re on the web:  
www.grinnellumc.org 

U.S. Postage Paid                
Permit No. 90                    
Non-Profit Org.                       
Grinnell, IA  50112 

Prayers for ways to reveal a heart of giving as well as opportunities to 
do good.  Pray for those who are ill, who have lost a loved one, who 
are serving in the military, are unemployed and for safe travel.  Help 
us to find ways to bring the LIGHT of the season to make Christmas 
brighter.  In the season of gift giving, give thanks for the greatest gift 
of all .... Jesus our Savior.                                                                      
Presence Worship, meetings & practices, t.a.g., Wed. Adv., Mayflower 
services, prayer vigil, bible study, rally day, bake sale, community 
,$-"0%[)>*%K9-)<*+%F#<9$(0%\UH0%U-**%-+%Q+4%U-(B@*0%QQ%+$-1'$(%/-(2
+B0%133M)$%=-M)<90%K>7$<+%>$13(-+)<90%1-(>%,-M)<90%-<>%&3"")<%QD)1M@*%
eagle scout ceremony.                                                                           
Gifts Music position, Ingathering, Memorials, Compassion Intl., Build-
ing fund, Rainbow Connection, Good Samaritan, MINE, World Com-
munion Sunday, CROP Walk, Window repair, MICA, and Love gifts.          
Service Pals, St. Francis Manor, Mayflower, Grinnell Care Center, On-
+'-<M@*0%P(-M$%C)=(-(B:  Rally Day visits, bake sale, KAH, Card making, 
133M)$%=-M)<90%Q/)()+#-"%=-N--(0%Q+4%U-(B@*%7)*)+0%9)8+*%83(%J$*#*%+($$0%
and prayer vigil.                                                                                       
Witness this month by inviting a friend to one of the many Worship 
opportunities.                                                                                       
Deaths Pat Saxton and Madeline Heston.                                            
Hospitalized Kayla Steffen, Lenna Halstead, Amanda Bergmann and 
Kathleen Heffner. 


