
Do you 
love ñStar Wars,ò 
ñStar Trek,ò or even 
Buzz Lightyear 
from ñToy Story?ò  
Well, it is no longer 
in a galaxy far, far 
away , it is here!  
Weôre taking youth 
and adults to infin-
ity and beyond  
with our Galactic 
Blast adventure.   

July 11 -15 

6:00ï8:15 pm  

Weôll be learning 
about space, the 
final frontier with 

games, crafts, bible 
verses, music, sto-
ries, and much 
more!  It promises 
to be impressive, 
most impressive 
even Obi -Wan 
would approve. 

Registration is 
FREE and open for 
children just finish-
ing Preschool 
through 4

th
 grade 

(2009-2010 school 
year).  Our Junior 
Astronaut program 
for the 5

th
 and 6

th
 

grades is also 
available for a be-
hind-the-scenes 

look at space in 

warp speed ! 

To make sure we 
donôt get Lost in 
Space, weôll need 
adult volunteers 
too!  Sign up now 
for the adventure of 
a lifetime!  May the 

force be with you!  

Registration sheets 
are available in the 
office or by the big 
screen TV.  Con-
tact Ashley in the 
office for questions 
or more informa-
tion. 

Vacation Bible School 

2010  

Spec ia l  po in ts  o f  

in te res t :  

Looking for the latest 
Finance update? 
See p. 3 

Are you interested in 
seeking answers to 
tough questions?  
See the story on p. 
5 about the latest 
Adult Sunday 
School. 

Is the Heavenly Hop 
one of your favorite 
youth events?  
Check out the date 
on p. 7 

Mission work oppor-
tunity at Trinity 
UMC see p. 11 

VBS Supplies Needed!  

Want to donate?  
Here are some non -

perishable items 

we need:  

Plastic cups 

Heavy Paper 
plates 

Straws  

Fine sand paper 

Yarn  

Youth sized socks 

Ribbon  

Felt 

Yarn  

Dry beans 

Black card stock 

Aluminum foil 

Colored craft sand 

Blank index Cards 

2 Liter Bottles of 

Diet Coke 

Material:  light & 
dark blue, green, 
brown, white  

Flat decorative 
marbles (clear and 
light blue) 

Stickers:  space 

themed; gold and 

silver stars  

Volume 1,  I ssue 6  

June 2010  The Messenger 

Gr inne l l  Un i ted Method is t  Church  

Lenôs Letter 2 

UMW 3 

Deacon Diane 4 

Youth 6 

Birthdays/Anniv. 8 

Finance 12 

Calendar 13 

Ins ide  th is  i ssue:  



Volume 1,  Issue 6  Page 2  

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Ah, summer!!  The crack of the bat, picnics, 
swimming in the new pool, vacation time . . . it 
all promises to offer a welcome change of pace.  
Weôre changing things up during the summer at 
church too.  Some of the events we have in 
store are:  a blessing of the bikes on May 30th , 
church camping (Confirmation camp begins 
June 13th), an outdoor worship on July 11th with 
Madison Tomfeldôs musicians to lead us, Vaca-
tion Bible School starting at 6pm on July 11th, 
Christmas in July on the 25th, and weôre work-
ing on scheduling a Dixieland group to lead wor-
ship in August.  Itôs a summer of worship and 
special experiences not to be missed!! 

 Caring for our spirits is as important as eat-
ing and breathing.  Just as summer food menus 
change, and winter menus arenôt discontinued, 
so the nurture of our spirits takes on a different 
flavor but canôt be neglected.  Sunday worship 
is one way we participate in strengthening our 
spirits, but renewal happens in a variety of other 
ways too.  The important thing is being inten-
tional about watching for God at work and tak-
ing enough time to let Godôs renewing breath 
blow through us. 

 Diane and I are looking forward to traveling 

with eight other persons, mostly from 
GUMC, in Europe this summer.  One of the 
highlights will be attending the day long passion 
play in Oberammergau, Germany.  Iôve had a 
dream of doing this for a long time.  This little 
town has done this play every decade for the 
past 500 years as a way to express their grati-
tude for having been spared from the devastat-
ing plague that impacted that whole area of the 
world in the middle ages.  Iôm eagerly awaiting a 
glimpse of God in that place made holy by the 
way these folks have honored the Divine. 

 Itôs becoming clearer to me that tending my 
spirit canôt be an optional activity.  In order to 
maintain my spiritual health itôs important to en-
gage in life giving practices.  So even on vaca-
tion we seek out ways to be in worship, thank-
ing God for blessing of a change of pace, giving 
of our time and money as a way to say thank 
you to God. 

 What do your spiritual practices look like 
during the summer?  I sure hope these weeks 
will invigorate your body, mind and spirit.  Weôre 
look forward to seeing you soon. 

Love, 

Len 

Pastor Lenôs Letter 

Youth Choir from Wichita UMC at GUMC June 1 st  

The ñFreeò is a choir of mid-
dle school and high school 
students from Wichita First 
United Methodist Church that 
has been sharing the gospel 
through song for over 35 
years.  Taken from John 
8:32 ñand you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make 
you freeò (NRSV) The ñFreeò 
takes this scripture to heart 

as it ministers to people 
young and old.  Singing a 
wide variety of music from 
traditional hymns, selections 
from musicals, to praise and 
worship, The ñFreeò has 
taken their music on tour 
every year travelling all over 
the country and sharing their 
music with churches, retire-
ment homes, day cares, and 

even sing-
ing on the street.  

 The ñFreeò will be in 
concert at GUMC June 1

st
, 

7pm.   Our congregation is 
being asked to host the 
group with an evening meal 
and overnight double accom-
modations.  If you can help 
out, please call the church 
office. 
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The generosity of the Grinnell 
United Methodist Church has 
shown through again! To-
gether we have fully funded 
the restoration of the first two 
windows.  The Margaret and 
Gail Wheeler bequest we re-
ceived recently has funded 
the third window.  The sec-
ond window is scheduled to 
be restored during the sum-
mer and the third window is 
to be finished in the fall.   

A number of persons have 
been giving regular contribu-
tions to the window restora-
tion fund.  We want to thank 

you for your faithfulness!  

After much discussion, the 
Finance Committee feels 
strongly that itôs in the best 
interests of the church to ask 
you to consider redirecting 
your giving to the window 

fund to help fulfill our 2009 
Apportionments.  Our com-
mitment to fully support our 
apportionments is impor-
tant.  We welcome others to 
join in the effort to honor the 
pledge to pay our 2009 ap-
portionments.  So far we 
have paid about half of the 
$21,800 obligation carried 
over from last year. 

The Conference 
apportionments 
arenôt glamorous 
or glitzy.  They pro-
vide for the infra-
structure of our 
Conference and 
General Church, 
much like our local 
church operating 
budget keeps the lights on in 
the building, provides staff to 
lead and resource ministry, 
and provide curriculum for 

generosity and love was 
felt by those in attendance. 
 
We have asked for a vol-
unteer from each circle to 
serve on a nominating 
committee to secure unit 
officers for next year.  If a 
volunteer calls you, please 
prayerfully consider serv-
ing.  We would like to have 
a complete slate of officers 
by next fall, so that their 
names can be entered with 
the district before the new 
year begins. 

June 6ï UMW Sun-
day!  Dr. Orlan Mitchell will 
be our guest speaker, and 
Darcy Cline will provide 
special music.  If you have 
not yet volunteered to help 
in some way, ushering, 
greeting, reading, please 
contact your circle chair-
person or Kim Gilbert. 
 
Thank you everyone who 
pitched in and served such 
a nice brunch to our gradu-
ating seniors and their 
families on May 16.  Your 

Stained Glass Window Restoration Fully Funded   

 

 
There are no circle meet-
ings scheduled for June. 
Our June Bible verse of the 
month is Matthew 10:40: 
"Whoever welcomes you 
welcomes me, and who-
ever welcomes me wel-
comes the one who sent 
me." 

our classes.  We donôt 
think about these es-
sential basics until 
they arenôt there.  It is 
because we do under-
stand the need for the 
basics as well as our 
commitment to being a 
vital part of our con-
nection within the 

United 
Methodist 
Church, that we 
have had a long 
tradition of hon-
oring the con-
ference appor-
tionments.  
Thank you for 
your steadfast 
support of our 
shared ministry. 

    *The Finance Committee 

We want to ask you 

to redirect your giv-

ing to the window 

fund toward fully un-

derwriting the re-

mainder of our 2009 

Conference Appor-

tionments.  
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Pentecost Season is here ï 
the birthday of the church 
was celebrated May 23rd.  
Pentecost is a celebration of 
the Holy Spirit!  The spirit 
guides us and prompts us to 
reach out to others with love 
and care in ways we couldnôt 
do on our own.  Where is the 
Holy Spirit prompting you?  
One of the ways the spirit is 
prompting some of us in Grin-
nell is to be able to minister to 
those who are released from 
Prison.  Every time I have 
attended worship at the 
Women at the Well Congre-
gation in Mitchellville Prison, I 
am touched by their faith, by 
their generous offerings, and 
by their welcoming spirits.  
Near the conclusion of wor-
ship, women who are to be 
released that week come for-
ward for a blessing.  Because 
touching is not allowed in 
worship, all the participants 
gather around the women 
being released, lift up their 
arms and bless them on their 

way. 

What 
happens 
next as they leave the doors 
of the prison?   With the guid-
ance of the spirit, members of 
First Presbyterian, St. Johnôs 
Lutheran and GUMC hope to 
form two After Care Teams of 
6-8 persons  to help someone 
released from prison to es-
tablish a new life.  Did you 
know that the symbol for 
Prison Congregations of 
America is the kite?  Director 
Mary Mortenson says, "In 
most prisons, the memo that 
an inmate fills out in order to 
see a pastor or some other 
professional is called a ñkiteò.  
We use this beautiful symbol 
with explanation: The sup-
port sticks  of the kite form a 
cross that gives the kite 
strength and keeps it from 
collapsing.  The string  is the 
Connection that enables the 
kite to fly, which reminds us 
of our connection to God.  
The tail  provides balance.  

The wind or Spirit  provides 
the lift so the kite can fly and 
is the wind beneath the wings 
of every Christian.  Those 
who remember and support 
prison congregations provide 
enormous strength, like the 
paper that holds the kite all 

together.ò 

Will you be a part of the 
spiritôs work?  In what ways 
can you stretch yourself to do 
things you never imagined 
you could, without Godôs 
power?  I encourage you this 
summer to get out of your 
comfort zone ï invite a friend 
to worship with you, take part 
in the ñTough Questionsò 

study, become a part of the 
After Care Team to welcome 
a released inmate home.  Lis-
ten to Godôs prompting and 
then follow the Spirit!  

                            
 Happy Pentecost, 
 Deacon Diane 

 

Deacon Dianeôs Corner 

Confirmation Camp  

Camping is a great way to 
be in touch with God and to 
build community. Please 
pray for the 2011 Confirma-
tion group as they go to 
Wesley Woods June 13-18.  
Those signed up to attend 
so far are:  Ian Baumann, 
Hope Bush, Kyle Cogley, 
Morgan Finch, Catelyn Gra-
ham, Christian Graham, Lily 

Hamilton, Clay Harris, Luke 
Honold, Makayla Kadner, 
Cameron Lahn, Jenna 
Steffen, Nate Vosburg, and 
Matt Wray.  If you know of a 
soon to be eighth grader 
who would like to be a part 
of the program, please let 
Pastor Len or Deacon Diane 
know right away. Ashley 
Risting will be at the camp 

the entire week.  Deacon 
Diane and Pastor Len will 
each be there half of the 
week. 
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our Prison Congregation 
Partner.  Both women and 
men are invited.  Pastor 
Arnette will be leading the 
service.  Following, we are 
invited to stay to meet with 
some of the inmates and 
ask questions.  If you are 
interested, let Deacon 

Diane know by June 3
rd

 as 
all volunteers have to com-
plete screening forms.   
Donôt miss out on this 

amazing opportunity!  

Ten persons from our con-
gregation are invited to at-
tend worship at the 
Women at the Well congre-
gation at Mitchellville 
Prison on Thursday, June 
24

th
.  This is a fantastic ex-

perience to worship with 
the inmates who make up 

Deacon 
Diane will be 
leading a 

study on ñTough Ques-
tionsò during the Sunday 
School hour on June 13, 
20, and 27 in the Wesley 
Room.  Each session will 
stand alone. So attend one 
or all three!  Topics will be: 

June 13 ï The Will of 
God ï Is everything that 
happens part of Godôs 
will?  Is it Godôs will 
when tragedy strikes? 

June 20 ï Why Do Bad 
Things Happen to Good 
People? 

June 27 ï Heaven and 
Hell ï Would a loving 
God really send people 
to hell?  What about 
those who have never 
heard about God? 

Come for some lively dis-
cussion!!  We will gather 
from 9:15 ï 10:10! Bring a 
friend! 

a female team- to help per-
sons get a fresh start.  
There will be training for 
persons interested in serv-
ing on a team on Saturday, 
Aug. 28

th
 from 10 a.m. ï 

12:30 p.m. 

We are looking for a half 
dozen persons interested 
in serving. Please contact 

What happens to those in-
carcerated in places like 
the Mitchellville Prison 
when they are released?  
How is it we can help per-
sons get back on their 
feet?  First Presbyterian, 
St. Johnôs Lutheran and 
Grinnell UMC are planning 
to partner in creating After 
Care Teams ï a male and 

Visit to Women at the Well on June 24  

Three Week Sunday Morning Adult Study Offered  

Re-entry Team Members Needed  

Deacon Diane if God is 
prompting you to serve in 
this area.  Ellie Arseneault 
and Cindy Hanevy have 
already expressed interest. 

Ashleyôs 

office hours have been 

updated for the sum-

mer.  She will be in the 

office Monday ð

Thursday.  
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services, journey to the 
cross set-up, church in the 
dark, csi, fear factor and 
much more!  Thank you for 
a great time! 

 

What a 
wonder-
ful year 
t.a.g. has 
been!  

Our 5
th
 through 8

th
 graders 

have met every week 
throughout the school year 
for a pizza party, toilet bowl 
cleaner hockey, trivia 
races, Ash Wednesday 

The 2009-2010 
Wednesday Adven-
ture season has 

come to a close, and thank 
youôs are due to those driv-
ers, chaperones, and 
snack-providers who 
helped make our adven-
tures so much fun!  We 
traveled to the Maytag 
Dairy, Trainland USA, the 
apple orchard, pizza mak-
ing, Christmas around the 
world, caroling, Cardinal 

Lanes, a movie day, 
Wasserbahn, the Science 
Center of Des Moines, and 
central park for a fun fair.  
Thank you all again for 
your help and support for 
this K-4

th
 grade ministry.  

Weôll see you next school 
year for 
some more 
great adven-
tures! 

great talent and dedica-

tion we have!  Thank you 

6th  grade for all your 

hard work; we look for-

ward to these shows all 

year long!  To complete 

our rally day, everyone 

was invited for an open 

house to all the Sunday 

During the Sunday school 

hour on May 23 rd , our 

sanctuary and halls were 

filled for our last Rally 

day of the school year!  

The 6 th  grade puppet 

show and visit from Gali-

leo (our VBS mascot) 

kicked it all off.  What 

school rooms for a look at 

their VBS decorations.  

Our classes spent a lot of 

time and effort on these, 

and they were FANTAS-

TIC!  During the Septem-

ber Rally day, weõll an-

nounce the winners and 

prizes!  

Wednesday Adventures ï K through 4th grade  

Rally Day  

Weôre planning a few activi-
ties this summeréa movie 
night and a mission trip to 

name a few!  Be on the look-
out for more information!!! 

t.a.g. 


