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Gl Mavgare Wheeler Boguest Celebrated

The Grinnell United
Methodist Church
Foundation has re-
ceived a very gener-
ous bequest of al-
most $367,000 from
the Gail and Marga-
ret Wheeler Estate.
An equal amount
was given to Grinnell
Regional Medical
Center. The recently
convened Charge
Conference has
given the Foundation
the authority to man-
age and invest the
funds. The Founda-
tion has placed
$175,000 of the
monies into a perma-
nent endowment in
which only the earn-
ings can be used for
special projects. An-

In its February board
meeting, the Ad
Council approved a
partnership with Trin-
ity UMC in Des
Moines. This small,
but mighty congrega-
tion provides vital
ministry in the heart
of Des Moines.

other $140,000 has
been placed into the
parsonage account
which can be used to
purchase a parson-
age if needed in the
future. Some of the
gift will be spent im-
mediately, funding
the renovation of the
third window in the
sanctuary, the one
directly behind the
organ Margaret
played during the
first service on Sun-
days.

inWeol | sens
retods smildi
ence, watching over
the shoulder of the
organi st
was a comment at
the Charge Confer-
ence. i Mar

ev

GUMC & Trinity UMC Partnership Celebration

Eleven members of
GUMC traveled to
Trinity on Sunday,
April 18 to celebrate
the partnership. On
Sunday, May 2nd,
members of Trinity
UMC will be in our
worship service to
celebrate the part-
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Senior High recog-

A Wel | done, nition and brunch
and faithfu on May 16, see
*The Foundation p. 3.
e Pictures of Seniors
are needed!

Brunch and Confir-
mation for the 8th
grade Confir-
mands on May 9,
see p. 4 to learn
more.

nership here. The
Missions Committee
is hosting a potluck
meal on May 2nd for
our guests and invite
all interested per-
sons to bring a dish
and stay! We have
much to learn from
each other!

Help needed to run
the new Carillon,
seep. 7.

Upcoming SNO
activities listed on
p. 11.
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Pastor

Dear Mom and Dad,

YEAH!! New life is pop-
ping out all over, the snow
(and April 7" hail drifts!) is
gone! There is new life in
the church too. We re-
cently had a class of 13
adults join the church and
we have a Confirmation
Class of 16 preparing to
make their profession of
faith on
especially important to help
these new persons to find
a way to express their faith
in tangible ways.

Several groups, including
the Administrative Council
have been in conversation
recently about how to cre-
ate and maintain a firm
foundation for the ministry

of this chur
come to the conclusion
t hat it 6s

consistent attention to the
basics. One of the ways
wedre doing
encouragement to CON-
NECT with one another
better. One obvious way
to do this is to tell persons
we
recently, that they are
missed in worship. Jerry
Wehr, Chair of the Admin-
istrative Council reported
recently
guestion posed to him after
being away from worship
for a few weeks.

Mot he

esse

havenot seel?©

how h

The Evangelism, Finance
and Worship Committees
have also been talking
more specifically about be-
iIng more intentional in
helping persons CON-
NECT. The Mission Com-
mittee recently brought a
sister congregation part-
nership covenant with Trin-
ity UMC in Des Moines for
adoption. Representatives
from GUMC went to share
in the bi-lingual worship at
Trinity on April 18". Rep-
resentatives from Trinity
will come to Grinnell on
May 2",

Whil e wedre

¢ 1, J0b in CONNECTING al-

ready, it seemed to me that
I tos i
time to revisit the basics.
So | preached a series of
sermons on the five parts
of our membership cove-
nant during Lent. The se-
ries concluded on Easter
reflecting on what it means
be a
emphasis was added at
the last General Confer-
ence). The series seemed
to connect with where peo-
ple live. | heard a number
of references from individu-
als who applied some of
the concepts | suggested
in the sermons. A copy of

the sermon texts have
been printed and are avail-
able in the sanctuary.
Copies are also available
on our church website at
www.GrinnellUMC.org

In this issue of The Mes-
senger you will find a copy
of Called To Love and
Service i Cat ching
Vision . (For the electronic

) sversion it is the second at-

do

mportant

1

AWitne

tachment.) | hope this

guide can facilitate further
prayer, thought and action
by all of us seeking to

more deeply live into our
membership covenant.

Our membership covenant
is rooted in our baptism
where Godods |
knowledged in our lives. In
Baptism God is saying
nYes, this 1is
child. o
covenant is our response
saying fiYeso

I sure hope
encing new life regularly.
Sometimes we merely
have to be more intentional
about watching where God
is already at work.

| have dreams of a garden,
but its reality is still in the
future.

Love,

Len

Goc

ove

my

The yme m
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Senior Recognition Sunday

Our high school graduates
will be recognized during
worship on Sunday, May
16™. Seniors will also be
leading in worship:
preaching, serving as litur-
gists, greeters and ushers
and providing special mu-
sic, etc. Please come and
support the class of 2010!

i May 16"

Our GUMC graduates are:
+ Desiree German

+ Ryan Gilbert

+ Stephanie Haines

¢ Chris Marsho

+ John McNulty

+ Janelle Nekola

Senior Brunch May 16 i Pictures Needed!!

There will be a senior
brunch on Sunday, May 16
at 9:15 AM in the Friend-
ship Center. Invitations
are in the process of being
mailed out to seniors and
their families. We will be
preparing a power point
presentation with pictures

of the seniors. Therefore,
we would like to get a sen-
ior picture and a childhood
picture of each sen-

ior. Also, if you have any
group photos of the seniors
as they were growing up
(such as confirmation or
group activities), we would

May Worship Highlights

« May 2"- Holy Commun-
ion and welcome our
guests from Trinity UMC
in Des Moines as we
commemorate our new
partnership!

‘
AP\
\
|
)

« May 9" i Rite of Confir-
mation at the 10:30 wor-
ship service

« May 16™ 1 Seniors lead
worship and Teacher/
leader Recognition

« May 23" Pentecost
Celebration

¢ Zach Nelson

+ Kaylee Rudolph
+ Julie Smith

+ Cole Tokle

+ Katie Tokle

+ Molly
Wray

love to have them as

well. Please be sure to la-
bel your pictures so we can
get them back to you. We
need these pictures as
soon as possible but by
May 2 at the latest. They
can be dropped off at the
church office.

n My

A mother is a gardener,
Planting the seeds

Of faith, truth and love

That develop into the fairest
flowers

Of character, virtue and hap-
piness

In the lives of her children.

0 J. Harold Gwynne

5lar deno
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Deacon DI
On Sunday, April 18, eleven
members of our congregation
(Ryan, Kim, Preston and
Gretta Dodd, Jim, Kim and
David Gilbert, Cindy Hanevy,
Chuck and Debbie Johnson
and |) attended worship and
Sunday School at Trinity
UMC in Des Moines, our new
partner congregation. It was
a privilege to see how Trinity
UMC pastor, Diane
McClanahan, and Las Ameri-
cas pastor, Barb Dinnen,
worked together to provide a
bilingual worship service.
Following the service, we
were divided into small
groups, with representatives
from Trinity UMC, Las Ameri-
cas UMC, and Grinnell UMC
intermixed. An interpreter
was provided for each group.

Our discussion focused on

aneos

the question, what brought
you to the congregation you
presently attend. There was
laughter as well as tears, as
persons told their stories.
Some came from a foreign

land, seeking refuge and sup-

port. One man shared that

he came to Las Americas be-

cause his children came to
the Children and Family Ur-
ban Ministry breakfast pro-
gram, his wife came to the
supper program, so he had
no choice but to follow.
Members from all three con-
gregations shared some of
the pain that brought them
seeking God. It was a holy
moment to see how God has
been at work in the lives of
these persons.

Come and join us on Sunday,

May 2" as we welcome our

Confirmation Class News

Confirmation Sunday is
quickly approaching. On
Sunday, May 9" at the 10:30
worship services, members of
the class will come before the
congregation to share their
belief in Jesus and their com-
mitment to join the church. A
brunch, sponsored by the
Worship Committee, will be
served at 9:15. Special
thanks to the Faith Friends
who have listened and sup-
ported these youth through
the year. Thank you to Steve
O6Connor for
firmation Class picture, to
Nancie Coomes for sewing
the stoles, and to Larry

t a Ravesgoparted dhenpanp,

Corner

friends from Trinity. During

the Sunday School hour, we

will be sharing similar stories

at 9:15. In the meantime,
ponder éwhat i s i
brought me to faith, to this
congregation? Then take it to

the streets and share that

story with someone looking

for a church home. There are
many hurting people out

there, because of job loss,

broken relationships, illness

or other struggles. Remem-

ber Jesusd words,
me, all who labor and are
heavy laden, and | will bring

you rest. o Co me
love of Jesus as we worship
together.

Serving with you,

Deacon Diane

Confirmation

Niswander, Tracee Van
Arkel, and Kristin Watson,
for serving as teachers for
the Sunday school time.
Listed here are the class
members and their Faith
Friends.

The Final Faith Sunday will
be on May 16th at 9:15! A
great big thank you to the

parents of these youth who

their faith journey.

Joel Baumann: Larry Niswander
Noah Brennan: Jerry Lane
Jacob Chamberland: Scott Baumann
Drew Cooper: Brian Mitchell
Alyssa Hulsing: Lisa Sharp
Jackie Johnson: Connie Scurr
Kylie Kelling: Tammy Nekola
Ryan Latcham: Kelly Tokle
Alyssa Lloyd: Ann Knaack
Caitlin Nekola: Ellie Arseneault
Griffin Reding: Scott Sharp

Kirk Rudolph: Kevin Seney
Clayton Scurr: Dave Van Arkel
Regan Sharp: Deb Henderson
Lindsey Stewart: Darcy Swick
Zane Strawser: Mark Wallace
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May Bible Verse of the
Month:

Make a joyful noise to the
Lord, all the earth.

Psalm 100:1

UMW will prepare and
serve brunch to graduating
seniors and their families
on Sunday, May 16. Con-
tact your circle chairperson
to volunteer supplies and
services.

Mark your calendars now
to help with our UMW wor-

United Methodist Women to Lead Worship June 6 ™ §

One of the traditions at
GUMC in recent years is to
have the UMW assume re-
sponsibility for designing
and leading worship on the
Sunday the clergy attend
the Annual Conference.
They have invited Orlan

ship services on June 6.
We will be presenting both
the 8:00 and 10:30 ser-
vices that Sunday.

Registration forms are now
available for the annual
School of Christian Mis-
sion, July 18-21, at Mar-
shalltown. Studies include
Sudan, Global Christianity,
and the letters of John.
Scholarships are available
for first-time attendees.
Contact Kim Gilbert.

Mitchell to be the guest
preacher for the day.

UMW _Sunday

Visit to Women at the Well on June 24

Ten persons from our con-
gregation are invited to at-
tend worship at the
Women at the Well congre-
gation at Mitchellville
Prison on Thursday, June
24" This is a fantastic ex-
perience to worship with
the inmates who make up
our Prison Congregation
Partner. Pastor Arnette

will be leading the service.
Following, we are invited to
stay to meet with some of
the inmates and ask ques-
tions. If you are interested,
let Deacon Diane know by
May 15", as all volunteers
have to complete screen-
ing forms.

Circle meetings in May:

« Lydia: May 11, 7 p.m.
with Carol Arnold

+ Rachel: May 24, 7:30
p.m. with Louise Wilkins

« Trinity: May 26, 9:30
a.m. at the church with
Karen Packard.

+ UMW board May 5 &
May 26 at 12:15.

Thank you to all members
who delivered Flowers of
Faith on April 14!

UMW getting ready to de-
liver flowers on Apr. 14,

Deacon Diane is updating
the homebound list. If you
or someone you know would
like visits or quarterly com-
munion, please let Diane
know at 236-3757 or emalil
her at

dea-
condiane@iowatelecom.net
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STEPHEN  MINISTRY

m

Life situations happen to all
of us. There are job losses,
graduations, empty nest-
ing, physical illness, loneli-
nessé.. We al
times in our life when we
could benefit from a little
extra care and attention.
That's what Stephen Minis-
ters are for. Stephen Minis-
ters are ordinary members
of Grinnell United Method-
ist Church who are trained
to provide confidential, one
-to-one, Christian care to
people who are going
through a difficult time.

What 6s

There are a number of up-
coming events being held
at Camp Wesley Woods
near Indianola. Saturday,
May 22nd will be the Sum-
mer Kick-off, a family event
from 4:30 pm to

8:00pm. Activities include
swimming, horseback rid-
ing, zip line, inflatable
games, archery, wagon
rides, a BBQ dinner, and
evening worship. There is
no cost, but any donations
received will go to camp
scholarships. The Memo-
rial Day Family Camp will

They will listen, care, en-
courage, pray with and for
you, and provide weekly
support for you as long as
your need exists. If you
would like to know how to
access a Stephen Minister
for yourself or someone
you know (possibly a
friend, neighbor, coworker,
or relative) talk with one of
our Stephen Leaders: Dea-
con Diane, Judy Arendt,
Margaret Niswander, or
Barb Norman.

Because of confidentiality
no announcements will be
made as to who is in caring
relationships through the
Stephen Ministry program.
Those relationships will be-
gin and end without any-

happening at

be May 28-31, while the
Labor Day Family camp
will be Sept. 3-6. Informa-
tion and registration forms
for the 2 family camps can
be found in the camp cata-
log located by the large-
screen TV. Men at the
Woods day retreat will be
held June 19th for men
and boys of all ages.
Lunch and supper will be
provided as well as a wide
variety of activities. The
cost is FREE, with a free-
will offering taken for the
meals, but not re-

one but Deacon Diane and
Pastor Len, the Stephen
Minister, and the care re-
ceiver knowing that it hap-
pened. At this time about
half of our Stephen Minis-
ters are paired with care
receivers. Others are in
the pairing process.

Our Stephen Ministers are
bringing God's love and
care into lives and can be
with you too, just let some-
one know.

quired. Information and
registration forms for the
Summer Kick-off and Men
in the Woods can be found
at
www.wesleywoodsiowa.org.
Women--mark your calen-
dars now for the Women's
Retreat to be held Oct. 22
and Oct. 23. We encour-
age everyone to take ad-
vantage of these opportu-
nities to enjoy the out-of-
doors at Camp Wesley
Woods!

Wesl ey

W
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Love Lindsey Video

By the time you receive
this copy of the Messen-
ger, we hope to have the
Love Lindsey Video posted
on the Grinnell UMC web-
site 1
www.grinnellumc.org. Af-
ter that is completed, a link
will be placed on the lowa
annual Conference web-

' Love Lindsey t -shirts

site, along with the story of
how this was developed.
We hope to distribute it
more widely in the future.
If you have any questions
or concerns about a wider
distribution, contact Alex
Mitchell, producer, Ashley
Risting or Deacon Diane.

A few Love Lindsey t-
shirts are still available in
the church office. Costis
$10. One large and sev-
eral small and medium
sizes are available.

FiGAT L5 LinESEY

Two Opportunities to help with the Carillon System -

Pianists of all ages are
needed to learn how to
play our new carillon sys-
tem. If you are interested
in learning how to use the
carillon keyboard, please
let Annie Jensen know.

Persons are also needed
to run the carillon system
for special occasions such
as, weddings and funerals.
These individuals do not
need piano playing skills.
Just an attention to detail
and be able to follow in-

Attention Seventh Graders and Parents

Seventh graders interested
in being a part of the Con-
firmation program will be
attending Confirmation
Camp at Wesley Woods
near Indianola on June 13-
18. If you know of a sev-
enth grader who might be

Lenten Offering

Thanks to those who contrib-

uted to the Lenten Offering.
Proceeds went to: Camp
Wesley Woods, Bidwell-

Riverside, and Project Home

interested in this experi-
ence and might not be on
our radar, please contact
Deacon Diane or Pastor
Len. Thanks!

Mission through Mid lowa
Community Action. Your giv-
ing makes a difference to so
many! The total donated this
year was $2,165.00.

structions! Please let An-
nie Jensen know if you are
interestedi 236-6380
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