
Is Valentineôs Day 

leaving your heart 

palpitating in the 

wrong way?  Have 

no clue what to 

do...but know you 

have to do some-

thing?!   

No worries!  The 

Sweetheart dinner 

has you covered.  

Make your reserva-

tions, grab your 

sweetheart, and 

join us in the 

Friendship Center 

for a candlelit pasta 

dinner.   

February 10 at 

6pm 

Itôs first class all the 

way with soft mu-

sic, flickering 

candles, great 

service, and of 

course...the best 

company!  Your 

free-will donation  

 

will go towards 

funding youth 

activities and Youth 

Strike For Christ 

scholarships.  To 

make your reserva-

tion, please call the 

church office at 

236-3757 or email  

us at officegumc 

@iowatelecom.net.  

 

 

Sweetheart Dinner  

Spec ia l  po in ts  o f  

in te res t :  

Our 2009 Missions 
report, see p. 3 

Confirmation sched-
ule p. 4 

Prayer Vigil sched-
uled for Feb.  20, 
see p. 8 

If you are interested 
in a Mission trip, 
see p. 8 

Coming soonï an 
indoor beach party 
and picnic, see p. 8 

Lent is just around 
the corner, for in-
formation on our 
programs, see p. 9 

UMW news p. 10 

Rally Day!  òGodõs 
Space Stationó 

 Join us for 
our mid -year 
Rally Day in 
the sanctuary 
on January 
31st at 9:15!  

It promises to 
be an hour 
filled with 
great music 
and fantastic 

science fair 
inventions!   

Come out to 
watch as each 
class uses peo-
ple and mate-
rials in our 
live science 
fair; start 
learning our 
new VBS 

songs; and see 
how our 
classes are 
growing new, 
galactic tools!  
It promises to 
be out of this 
world!  
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Dear Mom and Dad, 

In the name of the United 
Methodist Church, we were 
able to respond at almost a 
moments notice when the 
earthquake hit in Haiti be-
cause of the connectional 
church and the support avail-
able through our apportion-
ment giving.  The portion of 
the UMC infrastructure we 
support through these dollars 
makes us nimble and ready 
to minister in the name of 
Christ.  The needs are always 
greater than we can meet, 
but the focus of our ministry 
is upon the ñleast of theseò 
because we follow Jesusô ex-
ample. 

In August the Administrative 
Council reluctantly voted to 
defer remittance of our con-
ference apportionments be-
cause the giving wasnôt suffi-
cient to meet our commit-
ments.  Personally I grieved 
over this decision because it 
means that ñthe leastò were 
being pushed further into the 
margins.  While we may dis-
agree with the direction of our 
denomination or the effi-
ciency of how apportionment 
dollars are used, our decision 
in effect placed the most de-
fenseless in greater jeopardy.   
An outsider looking at our de-
cision could make the argu-
ment that while we as a con-
gregation werenôt willing to 
sacrifice, we did in effect add     

 

 

to the struggle for some be-
cause we didnôt fulfill our 
promise to them. 

The past several years we 
continued to solicit funds to 
erase the year end deficit and 
have met our goal.  This year 
we face a responsibility to 
fulfill the basic commitment of 
our 2009 apportionments by 
March 31st.  Itôs as simple as 
writing a check to Grinnell 
UMC with 2009 Apportion-
ments on the memo line.  If 
you would like to help with 
the continued UMCOR efforts 
in Haiti, you may write a 
check and note Haiti in the 
memo line. 

I know concern over our eco-
nomics does have influence 
on decisions we make.  Liv-
ing in covenant with God su-
persedes any problems or 
concerns in the world.  When 
we entrust ourselves into the 
hands of Godôs care nothing 
has the power to overwhelm 
us.  I think we too often allow 
ourselves to become dis-
tracted from this promise.  So 
Iôm seriously thinking of ways 
we can invite ourselves to 
refocus on the Advent prom-
ise of ñEmmanuel:  God with 
us.ò 

Iôm considering having all of 
us review our membership 
covenant in which we commit 
to support the ministry of 
Christ through our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service and 

witness.  To do this well will 
require soul searching con-
versation, helping one an-
other to be more honest, and 
supporting each other on our 
faith journey.  We sometimes 
describe this as mutual ac-
countability.  We say weôre 
cautious about talking with 
one another about such inti-
mate matters because we 
donôt want to intrude.  Per-
sonally, I find that the bigger 
barrier for me is I donôt want 
to face up to my unfaithful-
ness.  Itôs frankly embarrass-
ing to have someone else 
see the evidence of my poor 
or selfish motivations that re-
sult in outcomes which donôt 
honor Godôs love for me. 

I know diving into these sorts 
of conversations will be un-
comfortable.  But I know my-
self well enough to realize 
that unless there is some-
thing or someone who 
prompts this sort of reflection, 
I likely wonôt do it on my own.  
So for the sake of our souls, 
Iôm going to be encouraging 
mutual reflection and ac-
countability in the months 
ahead. 

Iôm ready to be done with the 
ice though ï even winter is 
starting to get somewhat 
wearing. 

Love, 

Len 

Pastor Lenôs Letter 

Cash on hand after meeting all local obligations 12/31/09     $    7,318.97 

Outstanding 2009 Conference Apportionments not yet paid  $  28,327.85 

Balance of 2009 Commitments not yet met                            $ -21,008.88 
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Rainbow Connection giving 
totaled $6469.68, divided as 
follows: 
Women at the Well UMC 
$2000 
MICA Milk Vouchers/Good 
Samaritan $1489.90 
UMCOR National Disaster 
$1489.90 
UMCOR World Disaster 
$1489.90 
 
Advent Special Offering to-
taled $2211: 
Project Home Mission 
$900.00 
Trinity UMC $655.50 
Kids Against Hunger 
$655.50 
 
Alternative Gift Market took 
in a total of $3411.00, for 

approximately 3 tree seed-
ling packages, 2 goats, 1-1/2 
pigs, 1/2 sheep, 1/2 heifer, 
shares of a llama and a wa-
ter buffalo, 1 share of honey-
bees, 4 flocks of ducks or 
geese, 5 rabbits, 12 flocks of 
chicks, 1 microcredit loan of 
$100, 2 drip irrigation kits, 3 
meters of well drilling, 6 
birthing kits, literacy classes 
for 8 women, 8 oral rehydra-
tion kits, seeds and tools for 
4 families, 2 wheelbarrows, 
50 water jugs, 28 soccer 
balls, 35 mosquito nets, and 
$195 in support of Trinity 
UMC's mission trip! Now that 
was quite a Christmas gift 
list! 
On January 17 we launched 
our 2010 Rainbow Connec-

about entering into a more 
binding relationship.  Dur-
ing the Sunday school hour 
on February 21, 9:15 -
10:15, we will be hosting a 
session to help persons 
take the step of becoming 
an official member of this 
congregation.  All persons 
ready to consider this step 
are invited.  Persons who 

 

We believe itôs important 
for persons to develop a 
connection with the church, 
its ministry and establish a 
circle of friends.  When this 
link has been created, 
much like courtship leading 
to marriage, then we can 
more meaningfully talk 

What we accomplished in 2009 through Missions:  

New Member Orientation February 21st  

have been part of a previ-
ous class but werenôt avail-
able when we received 
new members are encour-
aged to visit with Deacon 
Diane or Pastor Len to be 
part of this group.  We will 
tentatively plan to receive 
new members during either 
service the following week. 

tion project. We handed out 
pledge cards with sugges-
tions for committing $1 or 
more per week. This is also 
where the "Dime Dude's" 
collection goes from his 
rounds during each Sunday 
school. This year we will be 
supporting Women at the 
Well UMC, MICA Milk vouch-
ers, Justice for Our 
Neighbors, and the UMCOR 
World Disaster fund. 
 
Our 2010 Special Lenten 
Offering will support Project 
Home Mission, Bidwell Riv-
erside, and Camp Wesley 
Woods. 

Your love and 
generosity is 
reaching peo-
ple in need from just 
down the street to the 
other side of the world! 
Thank you!                          
The GUMC Missions 
Committee 

Kids Against Hunger   

The next packaging event will be on Sunday, Feb. 
21

st
.  A Grinnell UMC team will be participating at 

1:45 that day.  The expenses will be paid through 
the proceeds from the Advent offering.  Thanks to 
your generosity, persons in places such as Haiti, 
will be provided nutritional meals. 
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who is experiencing unemploy-
ment, and to send an offering to 
help in Haiti.  You can also sign up 
to do hands on work during spring 
break right here in Iowa.  God has 
given so much to us.  We are privi-
leged to give back to God with our 
prayers, presence in worship, gifts, 
service and witness!!! 

Serving with you, 

Deacon Diane 

It has been a long winter.  As I am writing this we 
have had four funerals in January just in our 
church.   Persons are grieving and sad.  Some of 
these deaths came so suddenly and too soon.  On 
top of that we have experienced blizzards and ice 
storms in Iowa. In California, our neighbors have 
had to deal with torrential rains and mudslides. 
Persons are experiencing unemployment.   Across 
the world, our brothers and sisters in Haiti are 
dealing with devastating loss of life, home, and 
health. Where is our comfort, our help in times like 
these?  Isaiah 43 says it well, ñBut now thus says 
the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel:  Do not fear, for I have re-
deemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you.ò  (Verses 1-2) 

I do believe that it is in the darkest times, that God 
holds us especially close.  We may not be in a 
place to feel it, but God is here.  Now, as followers 
of Christ, we are called to make a difference.  We 
are not to grow weary of doing good.  So, now is 
the time to call someone who is grieving and lis-
ten, to help a neighbor that needs ice or snow re-
moved,  to write an encouraging note to someone 

Riverside Center, the State 
Capitol with our Legislative 
Advocate, and a visit to 
Trinity UMC in Des Moines.  
The group will be volun-
teering in the After School 
program there.  We will re-
turn by 5:30.  Interested 
adults are welcome to 
come along. Just contact 
Deacon Diane.  

The Jewish group on Grin-

Did you feel the spirit danc-
ing?  Thanks to all who at-
tended the worship service 
at Corinthian Baptist 
church in January and to 
the adults who drove!!  
February will be a busy 
month for us.  On Monday, 
Feb. 15, the eighth graders 
are invited to meet at the 
church at 9:00 a.m. for a 
Mission trip to Des Moines.  
Stops include Bidwell-

nell College Campus will 
host the Confirmation 
Class for a Shabbat Ser-
vice at 5:00 on Friday, Feb. 
26

th
 in the Rosenfeld Cen-

ter. Faith Friends and par-
ents are invited to attend. 

Deacon Dianeôs Corner 

Confirmation Class News:  

Confirmation 
class upcoming 
events: 

Feb. 10ï Help 
serve at Sweet-
heart Banquet 

Feb. 15ï Mission trip to DM 

Feb. 26ï Shabbat Service 

March 19 & 20 - Spring Retreat 

April 24 ï Stole Making ï Please note 
this is a change of dates, due to 
GUMC hosting Chrysalis the weekend 

before!  

May 9 ï Confirmation Sunday 
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 Oh my, what a difference a year makes!  One year ago the four 

freshly trained Stephen Leader team members began organizing, planning, 

and building awareness of the Stephen Ministry program in which our Ad-

ministrative Council determined our congregation would participate.   Now 

we have 13 trained and newly commissioned Stephen Ministers who are beginning to re-

ceive assignments of care receivers.  These Stephen Ministers continue to meet twice a 

month in small groups to support each other and participate in continuing education.                                                                               

 What we are requesting now is that you, our congregation, continue to be alert and 

responsive to the needs of others.  Keep doing what you do so well.  We ask that as you 

listen to concerns, you consider offering the Stephen Ministry program as a means to 

help.  If the person needing care agrees, contact Deacon Diane or Pastor Len with the in-

formation (name and contact info).  You can also assist the person in contacting Deacon 

Diane or Pastor Len personally.                                                                                 

 Another request we have is for 

each of you to consider whether God is 

calling you to be a Stephen Minister. The 

application for acceptance into the train-

ing can be submitted anytime.  You can 

pick up the application form in the church 

office.  Our next training class is being 

planned for winter 2010.  We have a few 

persons who interviewed last summer but 

couldnôt participate in the first training sessions because of scheduling.  We hope the next 

schedule will work for them but we need more trainees and definitely more males.  Please 

consider joining this vital program where we care for others by sharing Godôs love in a 

very intentional way.                                              

Direct any questions you may have to Deacon Diane, Judy Arendt, Margaret Niswander, 

or Barb Norman. 

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.   1 

Stephen Ministry -         

"I felt called to do Stephen Ministry when I 
looked back on my life.  The good times and 
the tough times that have happened to me 
have made me the person I am today.  God's 
plans for me haven't always been what I think 
they should be, but He has been there with me 
all along.  Through God's grace, I too want to 
help someone realize that they are not alone."  
-Lynn Stone 

Reminder:  

Sunshine Singers and 

Godôs Choir will be sing-

ing at the 10:30 Service 

on Feb. 14th.  

Great Meeting Night:  Feb. 16  

6:00pm Committee Meetings  

7:10pm Worship  

7:30pm Ad Council  
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****ADULTS STILL 
NEEDED!!!!  If you 
can join us for an 
early out February 
3, March 3, April 7, 
or May 5 let Ashley 
in the office 

know!!!****  

 

March 3:  Wasserbahn 
Water Park  

April 7:  Science Cen-
ter in Des Moines  

May 5:  Neil Smith 
Wildlife Refuge  

Weôre going 

BOWLING!  

Join us February 3
rd

 for 
bowling and snacks.   

 

THANK YOU!  Our Sunday 

school classes donated 

122 items for our gifts for 

Jesus tree!  A special con-

gratulations to our 4
th
 

grade class for bringing in 

41 items, our 3
rd

 grade 

class for 36 items, and our 

1
st
 & 2

nd
 grade class for 21 

items!  With the help and 

support of our congrega-

tion, we brought in over 

200 items for our donation 

to MICA!  These canned 

goods, gloves, hats, 

scarves, and diapers will 

be a great service for those 

in need.  MICA sent us a 

lovely thank you note for 

these items. 

 

 

 

 

 

This month weôll have 
some more great activi-
ties...A treasure hunt, help 
with the sweetheart dinner, 
Ash Wednesday Service 
and much more!  

We are in need of adult 
chaperones !  Come out to 
enjoy time with your youth.  
Everything is pre-

Every week we gather in 
the Fireside room for 
prayer, snacks, and games 
that have us running 
around and competing for 
prizes!  Join us and bring 
your friends! 

Last month we hadé.  The 
mobster game, reverse 
photo hunt, and more! 

planned, no muss, no 

fuss, just pure, clean fun!  

WEDNESDAY ADVENTURES  k-4TH GRADE 

Gifts for Jesus  

T.A.G. 5THñ8TH GRADE  Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

Souper Bowl Sunday!  

Jan. 31st. The SH youth will be 

serving their annual Souper 

Bowl lunch!  The lunch is a 

free-will offering, with the pro-

ceeds going to YSFC and the 

mission trip this summer.  

Come out and enjoy food & fel-

lowship while supporting a 

good cause!  
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Volunteering:  

January 
was a 
huge time 
for our 
youth! 

On December 29 and 
January 10, our Senior 
High youth visited the com-
munity of Windsor Manor.  
They made tie blankets for 
a future donation for the 
Ronald McDonald house, 
played trivia games, and 
sang for the residents. 

On January 31, the Senior 
High is holding the Souper 
Bowl lunch to raise money 
for their future missions. 

Mission 

Trip:  

In our last 
newsletter, the youth were 
looking at a trip to St. Louis 
with Groupcamps ñWeek of 
Hope.ò  Due in part to 
scheduling, we have de-
cided to plan a trip closer 
to home this year.  This will 
allow more youth to attend, 
and we will be able to help 
those in need closer to 
home.  More information 
will be coming soon! 

WE NEED ADULT CHAP-
ERONES!!!  If youôre inter-
ested in going along with 
our youth, talk with Ashley! 

school year. Visit their 
website at www.iaum.org 
and click on 
ñScholarshipsò. There, 
youôll find the qualifications 
for each scholarship and 
the application forms. All 
applications must be post-
marked by March 15, 
2010. Please follow the di-
rections carefully, as in-

Scholarships for 2010-
2011: Now is the time to 
start thinking about schol-
arships for the 2010-2011 
school year. The Iowa 
United Methodist Founda-
tion will award approxi-
mately 175 scholarships to 
undergraduates, gradu-
ates, and seminary stu-
dents for the 2010-2011 

Senior high youth  

Scholarship Applications Available:  

complete applications and/
or late applications will not 
be considered.  

Youth Sunday:  

MARK YOUR CALEN-
DAR!!! 

Youth Sunday will be 
March 14

th
!  Join us for 

one or both Sunday morn-
ing services.  Invite your 
friends and relatives, and 
be on the lookout for more 
information as the date 
draws closer! 

 

Prayer For Youth 

Strike For Christ:  

 

Please be in prayer Feb. 5-

7 for our 2010 Youth Strike 

attendees.  We pray for 

safety and spiritual growth 

and rejuvenation for both 

chaperones and youth! 

http://www.iaum.org

