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January, 2010 A Stephen Ministmdg3d@aongreqgation

Just before Thanksgiving, Earl Kinnaiaf,thbalrustees made an
announcement that the east window would lzepnistaiteChristmas. The
window arrived on Decemiyr Tlde new exterior protective covering will be
installed when the weather permits in the spring.

The north window will be removed irRB8p@lwith an anticipated return
in mid summer. It's expected that this schgiuuie leei firm since all
needed replacement glass is already in hand.

Funds for the first window have beem radsition to a down payment
of one third for the next window when it's reBachedindow will cost
about $45,000 to restore. All frame repaislaing fifieach window is
included in this quote. Persons wanting tatedB8tamed Glass Window”
are encouraged to do so. Contributions of $1@@0wall have their name
included on a recognition plaque

In 1977, Robert Mitchell gave a gift of aadanjomith an endowment
to defray maintenance expenses. The origimantédnap worn out so a
new carillon from the Schulmerich Bell Compastaieason December
14h The new system includes a keyboard withéasidies so that we can
enjoy the music inside as well as outdoorsw $y&tem®m will play a variety of seasonal music
at 9am, noon and 6pm each day, except Sundegyladdéraent system of about $18,000 was
funded in part through the income of about&®, 1108 Klitchell endowment with the remainder
from memorials and special contributions.

January 24 will be a first in Grinnell UMQ.b#®/eomimissioning our first Stephen Ministers.
They have completed 50 hours of training ttiggetdment!! They are now ready to receive
assignments of care receivers. They will tmntieetebimonthly for continuing education and
supervision. Please join us in worship aépitberosn the 2fbr this special day. Those

being commissioned, who are joining our Stegdwsn(liedy Arendt, Deacon Diane, Barb
Norman, and Margaret Niswander) in this ngnaneinidarc Chamberland, Lora Cline, Walda
Gustafson, Heather Lobban-Viravong, Jan MugtiN€ékata, Wendy Ramsey, Tracy Smith,
Ginger Sterk, and Lynn Stone. We appreciatesthedchioours of training they have given to
get to this moment!!



Dear Mom and Dad,

“And a little child shall lead tiflsi@idh 11:6) Having just come through the Adven
Christmas season, this phrase is familiart df'a pgrger image of what God’s realmkeill be li
in which adversaries will peaceably live withtlbee a

As you know, just prior to Advent, Acaciad©Og)iaf3) spent several days at our flouse.
Olivia has recently discovered light switchestriéin part because she’s grown just tall
enough to reach the switch, but there is atseetifiel povelty of being able make light cpme
on. We were very “enlightened” during theretime&dme into the kitchen in the middle of the
day to discover that the porch and backyarddiglotsbeen neglected. | spent part of my time
asking the girls to turn out lights, but mtetletifthem around reversing the switching
process.

On the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving 10 ofeted@m@® week Old Testament DiscitEIe
Bible Study. The concluding readings remiridieel lnspful prophecy from several voiges,
includind have called you to righteousness, | haveudkethgchand and kept you; | haye
given you as a covenant to the people, alegghatmb’s(lsaiah 42:6) A primary messagg that
resounded with me was the presence of therebigihdof God’s Spirit. It was present from
the beginning, through the covenant with Abrabdmayval and finally to all generations|-- a
gift we have the privilege to share.

It struck me that God isn’t like me going #evuhd girls clicking lights off, but rather
God’s more like Olivia taking every oppotumitgrighdight to the nationVe're in a tim
when there is plenty of darkness. It’'s a tinikenthahfirst Advent and the darkness that
followed. The Hope for the world came in thackagdl of Jesus, clicking on every swifch he
could reach. There were people in his timewghowgistet about turning on all that ligh
Wasn't it terribly extravagant?! After all splagyst don’t deserve such generous treafment!
Jesus persisted in his behavior.

We're in a time when we need more “enlightgnedVleare unafraid of turning on the
Light of Christ! Even some friendly legistatiaged into the Congress calling for us alf to
cease complaining the day prior to Thanks¢fiviggigomto the mood for saying thanksj was
met with hateful vitriol. | guess I'm not theeatilyming the light.

We have a new year in which to partner with@satbliour covenant tdidpat to the
nations.’m going to do better. How about joiningisnesems like a worthy New Year
resolution.

Love,
Len

Jim Dotson, new to GUMC, has agreed to heipanddead a new musical group to
share in worship. Jim has experience witraageid¢ music and is open to working with a
variety of musical styles.

Persons interested in being part of tmgsieaV venture are )
invited to a conversation at 11:45 on Jan.r24odklay for vocal as "
well as instrumental musicians. Please contagttneffice to
indicate your interest and availability farwarsatmonCall 236-
3757bfficegumc@iowatelecom.net
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Can it truly be 2010 already? It seems jusayestemwelcomed the year 2000!

Bringing in a new year makes me ponder whagtheaygleaight bring. In many lives, there

will be pain, grief, and struggle as wellldsyioglo you respond when you are in need (

Most people are much more open to giving ¢aneteaving it. When a person is

giving care, he or she is in a position of sétabditly, and authority. When a person is
receiving care, he or she is acknowledging weeawsgy, and vulnerability.

As a result, there are countless people todagwghahey really could benefit frg
Christian friends who would listen and care,fmstead the tough it out on their own.
did not create us to be independent. We weddatEatnterdependent.

It is difficult for people to ask for helpff@utgalone is not God’s intent for us.
promises, “Come to me, all you who are wearyearedi pand | will give you rest” (Matth
11:28). We can receive this promised rest winetoxane another for comfort and help

On January 24, ten Stephen Ministers will beionatmjeining four Stephen Leg

f care?
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But God
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as a part of a team. Our Stephen Ministers dnowt edceiving care. Many of them haye

been on the receiving end of care at an earlietipar lives—something that has motiv
them to give care now. They know how dsfficuesk for help, but they also know the ¢
personal and spiritual growth and healingthaffodly know how to respond in a loving
and nonjudgmental manner. They are equippaddreadyng to provide the comfort ar
God very much desires you to have.

If you would appreciate the support of a oneanfidestial, caring relationship -
someone who will meet with you an hour a steakatudliprovide support, please conta
Pastor Len or me. Start the New Year by apesatgup for support and care.

Serving with you,

Deacon Diane
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, caring
d care
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Thanks to the marvelous group who portrayed\bgmvityy so well during the Jingle Bell

Holidays in the midst of a very cold night! firnea@am Class will have their first meetng of th

year on Jan'dat 9:15! This group is looking forward telth&mi-to Corinthian Baptist
Church on Sunday, Janudty t@s a great opportunity to learn abouterrehegvorship

in

the African American Tradition. Parents afderaishare encouraged to join us. The Snow

Date is Januaryi7

The next Faith Friend Session will be on Sumaey,1%&in the Fireside Room.

Upcoming Events
February 15 - Mission Trip to Des Moines.
March 19 & 20 - Spring Retreat
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Wondering about what New Year’s Resolutiofd tBlowakéout resolving to be a
regular attendee in worship during 2010? Beimtgrpveorship does more than strengthen the
spiritual health of the individual; it stretigéhwhsle worshiping community.

&()

Perhaps you’ve noticed... Ganit spell CH RCH without U
Can't spell AD LT without U

Can't spell YO TH without U

Can’t spell M SIC without U

Can’t spell S NDAY without U

Can't spell S CCESS without U

Can’t spell S NDAY SCHOOL without U

Clearly, our church needs “U” to be complete!

surrounding our impact on the environmentreldiéferences of opinion
about if and how much we impact our planet.debatesabout whether tojg
participate in what appears to be an essemiahtion\OR we can roll up
sleeves and make what positive impact we can.

The Grinnell UMC has for a number of yearledeéeniafocusing on
Environmental Stewardship. The Bishops cdhdetinadist Church are also serious about
how to be good stewards of the earth. If youegmhtheir entire document, see:
http://iaumc.s3.amazonaws.com/24B501DC7D2FAERPEB3C6BC7E_Gods_Renewed Cr

eation.pdf

* 4 * $$
The Staff Parish Relations Committee aacenttged the hiring of Jack Allgood as fthe
custodian. Jack began his duties on Deé¢endlaek has roots in the Grinnell community.
Jack said, “It feels like I'm already paraofiihe Welcome to the team Jack. We look|forward
to what God has in store for all of us next.

$$
This year during Advent, you received an eiskeigpeoa to contribute to projects selected by
folders this year, to save money and treeed$ttuse/ear go to: Project Home Mission, Kids
Against Hunger, and Trinity United MethodistfGlourclidn’t have a chance to contribute,
make your check to GUMC and designate it “fehrent Of

$ + ¥
Thanks to Kim Gilbert and Dave Van Arkel wiatedondi Alternative Gift
Market this year. A report will come in tresvsétter! 7

Gift Market



Wednesday Adventures.a

A

What do you get when you mix buttery popcorn, comfortables sgeeat %

friends, and a great film? Wednesday Adventures anthees! We will “

be going to see Alvin & The Chipmunks at the Strandn dsiJanuary 6 “
February 3: Bowling

after early out!
March 3: Wasserbahn Water Park

010 April 7: Science Center in Des Moines
May 5: Neil Smith Wildlife Refuge

x

t.a.g. News “éba
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SH Youth

Homework Nights:

Last month, we gathered downstairs in the Fireside
room for snacks, a small mission to get ready for Christmas
Eve services, homework, BINGO, and a trip to the live
nativity!

NEXT HW NIGHT:
Sunday, January 10
Fireside Room

M at 6pm

A big thank you goes out to the high school Sunday
School class for helping with set-up for the Love Lindsey
lunch!

Mission Trip:
The Senior High youth have decided to go on their
summer mission trip during the week of July 18 " (Sunday
through Friday)! We are working with Group Workcamps “Week
of Hope” in St. Louis. During their trip, the youth will
be working on community service projects—many of them will
be working with children—like VBS. Talk to Ashley, Connie,
or Mindy now if you're interested!!! Listen for more
information.

WE NEED ADULT CHAPERONES!!! If you're interested in going
along with our youth, talk with Ashley!
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When will the Coffeehouse begin its Friday night worship ag  ain?

As of right now, the Friday night coffeehouse worsh ip is following the
Grinnell College schedule. We will begin our worshi ps on Friday, January 29" at
8pm.

Who is the Coffeehouse worship for?

The worship began as an emergent worship for young adul ts. According
to our conference, young adults range from 18 years od to age 35. Here at
GUMC, we like to say age doesn’'t matter. ANYONE and EVERYONE age 2
through 100 is welcome to attend! Our focus is on creaing meaningful
relationships while we engage in meaningful worship, an d that is something all

ages can appreciate. We ask that you come with a willing heart and mind
because every week is different!

GUMC Coffeehouse
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Our Sunday school Christmas program, “B is for Beth  lehem,” on
December 13 t, was a huge success! A huge thank you is in
order for Jill Hulsing, Jill Harris, Shannon Reding , and Darcy Kline
for their major role in putting this program
x&cﬂg A  together. Thank you, too, for all the hard

work and coordinating our Sunday
W L)
//f ln @ " school teachers, Sunday school classes,

fl\/ (\- Chancellor Choir, and “On A Mission for
7 \/ ("_‘ \ . , God” band have done! We hope you
‘ H‘ \ | ‘l\ enjoyed our program! Thank you
parents, grandparents, friends, and other

s & ﬁ

relatives who came out to support us!

A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away...

errr....in the small town of Grinnell....

Their Sunday school classes were preparing for their
space adventure!

This summer’s VBS is “Galactic Blast” To help g
us in the space race, our winter rally day will ask
each Sunday school class to build something to take
with them on their trip to God’s Space Station!
Come out to watch as each class uses people and
materials in our live science fair; start learning our
new VBS songs; see how our classes are growing neactgatools! Then,
don’t forget to join us in the Friendship Center after 10:30 service to fuel
up for our great adventures at the Souper Bowl meaitolnises to be out
of this world!



During the past four years, GUMC has sent péhgossuth to help with Hurricane recol
This year, the plan is to take shorter tripddweeto help with Flood Clean-up. Thele §

many people in need. Please contact DeacohyDiamsuld like to be on the list to recgi
more information. Day trips may be includsd tbisaylong weekend mission trip. Inte
persons are asked to gather at the Jarfyaoyiuck where more decisions will be made

+

The monthly potluck will be held on Sunday,JJniadiowing the 10:30 worship service.
Please bring a dish to share and your ownwaele €@me and bring a friend!!

& (

An update from our partner congregation, \Woenéreht

—_—

Congregation in Mitchellville Prison: “Manyackyasked about clothing closet needs. At this
time of year, warm clothing is especially Vhkigdlunteers working in the clothing closet have
indicated the greatest need is for large sizg. ctétinrently, we have an over-supply of
sweaters which are being shared with othergaeezigtions. Here are some items that are in
greatest need right now: jeans 6, 18, 10kRakia4 through 26; tennis shoes, all sizes;
dress shoes in size 6-1/2; brushes; and brdsy@&anble cups and up.” You may drop them
off in the cupboard at the Ramp Entrance ottheRlease make sure all items are in good

shape, something you would wear. Thanks!

/001 2 + ! .3

Our Growing Projects this year consisted of d0smyieeans at
Tom and Jeri Grahams’, 20 acres of corn at Ban¢sm&ensons’, and
acres of hay and a sweet corn patch at Daveemnddnarkels’. Our
FRB committee picked sweet corn and solddrigrégation. We nette
$235.00 for this project. Hay was cut and thal&thatArkels’. It was
marketed and hauled by Steve Rubendall. Theehl@yoetted
approximately $7500.00. The field corn atdine’Beass combined by J
Breeden on December 5. It was hauled to @emjoseve Rubendall
The corn was sold for nearly $9600.00. Soythea@sadtams’ were

FRB Income Sumn
40 acres beans $21,074

20 acrescorn $ 9,596

Sweet corn $ 235
Hay $ 7462
Adopt an acre__$ 3850
Total Income  $42,224

.73
97
.00
50
00
.20

For 2009

combined by Tom Graham using Dave Van Arke¢srcbiobember.
Tom hauled the grain to town for sale usihgitsgbfather’s grain truck.
sold for over $21,000.00.

The soybeans were

Monies from this year's GUMC Growing Projéasrhagat to Foods Resource Bank
to support Overseas Programs in Gambia-Garbleontoenatic Republic of Congo- Katanga.
We also provided additional funds to FRB Unitdst\@mmittee on Relief to fund other

UMCOR sponsored overseas Programs in need at sugipaliscretion.

The FRB committee would like to thank eveslk@teforvmaking this another very
successful growing season. We would likedartRamigregation, through the Adopt-an-Acre
Program, and our corporate sponsors, SCE antb Monkalping to defray much of our
production costs. We would like to thank thedemsadbe/Bensons’, the Grahams’, and the Van



Arkels’ for generously providing their lasdrfgratiant mission. And, we would like to thank
this seasons farming partners- Jeff Breedemniarkm Graham, Jerry Lane, Steve
Rubendall, and Dave and Zac Van Arkel; fog piheirdime, talent, and resources to make
these Growing Projects a reality.

Thank you

Are you interested in an Adult Sunday schadifiddGlaaright class for you? Let us know your
interests, and we’ll work on making it happétiieErnarch office or give us a call and let us
know what you like! Examples are:

Short (6-8 week) studies

| ] 7
. Longer studies ' \‘au‘r “-lf )
Topics: ‘

Wellness . Christlananlty 101

Prayer - Parenting

“Coffeehouse” discussions

We are also interested in potential leadeeaderowith or without previous experience.
Easy, pre-planned lessons will be available

Have you seen this quilt hanging in the oveaffolbson Utech designed and made the quilt
and we will hear more from her in the nextemensldiere she got her inspiration. Thafk you
Allison for this beautiful piece of art!

Great Meetingight:
Tuesday, Jan. 19th
6pm Committees
7:10pm Worship
7:30pm Ad Counci

10



From MICA:

Thank you for your past support of Project$stoné Mor the
sake of families we serve, our hope is thatoyaulabe involving Project
Home Mission as one of your local missionfprofectgocoming year.

Blessings to your congregation now and in 2010.

Dear Friends in Christ,

The “Celebrating HIS Season” Musicale heldhpnNgwn@2, was a great success.

Thanks to your congregation’s musical taledeneateand spreading the word, you heiped

raise $550 for “Christmas Shares”. Over 3B@ttendance for the 1 hour 45 min. show.

Thank you again. Sincerely,
KC Cornish

Thank you for your delicious lunch followingtbeEReba Postels we are grateful to all of
those who assisted with the lunch and cleaanigpyotifor your helping hands in our time of

need.
The Family of Reba Postels

Love Lindsey Thank You

Decembel6 The Love Lindsey fundraiser was a dreanaoblt3 kmdsey Stewart, wha
a reoccurrence of brain cancer. She wantedttehglps she has been helped. Speci
thanks to the planning team: Wendy KadnenyvRkyan® Tammy Nekola for their
organizational skills. Great appreciationMpesSacard and Rhonda Brennecke for
coordinating the kitchen, to Kathy PetersenMuarpigyfor organizing the Silent Auctior
to Connie Scurr, Kelly Tokle, and Cheryl Latcbardiftating the T-shirt sales.

Thanks to all of you who provided food, séev&ddhen, cleaned up, and provided Gift
Baskets for the Silent Auction and most espediafyyou who attended to support this
inspiring family.

Over $3500 was raised for the Children’s Minaxrle &l the Stewart Family on Sundaly,

has
al

and

Deacon Diane

! involved this year. We couldn’t do it without you!

L e _l

A Big Thank You goes ou
all those committee members who
have served the church the last three
years and who are stepping down in 2010.

1%
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| Thank you from the families of Christmas Shar&éG3ddovided many gifts for the fam|||es



January Birthdays 19-Jeanette Budding, Caitlin Nekola
1-Marion Chamberland, Amber Muntz, Larry20-Jenna Halstead, Stephanie Patterson,

Niswander, Avis Tone Mary Ellen Lynch

2-Bob Gosselink 21-Betty Anderson, Samantha Pederson,
3-Roger McMullin Kathi Rose, Sally Smith

4-Sue Baker, Max Thompson 22-Ryan Allen, Desi German

5-Ann Bair, Liz Yelnick 23-Ryan Dodd, Curt Strawser, Ken Tedrick
6-Janet Haley, Jean McDonough, Sandy  24-Kim Huth, Echo Jansen, Rhea Light, Dick
Motta, Karen Sleeuwenhoek Ritter, Derek Stewart, Rosetta Willer

7-Sue Dimit, Robert Renaud, Brian Veach 25-Jim Johnson

8-Branon Harter, Miriam Saunders 26-Denise Ely, Mindy Tokle

10-Catelyn & Christian Graham, Rich 27-Bart Benson, Mike Blackford, Bruce Tokle
Murphy, Kathy Petersen 28-Donna Davis, Richard Wood

11-Colton Blackford 29-Sara Wray

12-Sally Sleeuwenhoek, Michael Vogt, Lauryl

Wilkins January Anniversaries:

13-Audrey Clark, Jarek Harter 1-Jerry & Linda Barns

14-Madison Small 2-Jerry & LaVonne Gingerich

15-Courtney Allen, Dave Seaba 11-Larry & Twila Rosenow

16-Mike Latcham, Isabelle Reding, Suellen 21-Wayne & Chrisi Baker; John & Ev Ohlsen
Seaba, Julie Van Ersevelde, Julie Young 24-Mike & Jodi Blackford

17-Kristi Robbins, Jerry Wehr, Dee Dee Zell27-Bill & Linda Collett

18-Suzie German 30-Dwight & Laura Dufoe

We faithfully participate in the ministries of the church by our “prayers, presence, gifts, service
and witness” that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

Prayers are asked for those grieving, those seeking employment, those traveling, youth groups
and military personnel.

Presence in worship, t.a.g., Stephen Ministry training, UMW, Wednesday Adventures, Sr. High
homework night, t.a.g., Jingle Bell Holiday, Empty Nest Study and Coffee House Worship.
Gifts Good Samaritan; MICA; Window Repair; Building fund; Friendship Center; Compassion
International; Coffee House; Blanket Sunday; UMCOR; Christmas Dinner; Wed. Adv.; Memorials;
FRB; Advent; UM Student Day; Love Lindsey Lunch; and Ingathering.

Service Love Lindsey Lunch, Wed. Adv. Caroling, Alt. gift market, Sr High visit nursing homes,
ta.g. kids night, and Christmas dinner.

Hospitalized: Griffin Reding, Larry Niswander, Mark Risting, Lynnda Risting,

Shirley Conn, Travis Sicard, Bill Weeks, and Patty Qualls.

Deaths: Beverly Lloyd and Fred Capers.
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What's Happening at Grinnell United Methodigh@ugis November 2009:

Financially Worship Attendance
Total giving this November $ 38,386.22 Tdehedt&lovember 1518
Total giving YTD $393,356.02 Total Newar last 1596
Ministry needs budgeted YTD $485,978.57 e atezrdgnce YTD 297
+/-YTD -$92,622.55 Averagéaattyiid 311
2009 Ministry GUMC Operating MinjgtyRBpdrt
Actual Spending YTD Budgeted YTD
Local Ministry $18,722.69 636%3D,
Mission Support $62,954.36 $85,238.08
Building/Facilities $34,842.29 $48,981.
Staff Support $261,726.70 $301,238.16
Total YTD $378,246.04 $475,093.91
Actual YTD +/- $15,109.98

If we were up-to-date on our apportionmaatsaddi D +/- would be -$21,246.75

UMW News

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Wotld @&ag,\aind the Word was God. He wgs in
the beginning with God." John 1:1-2

Happy New Year! Happy New Decade! For eagpydyew Day!
Executive Boartheeting January 6, 12:15 p.m.

January 131:30 p.m. tea hosted by Executive Board
Program: Installation of Officers and 201 (GPietige

Circle meetings
Lydia January 12, 7:00 at Lora Cline's homarg€Ehelty circles are not meeting in Jgnuary.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Hridayrday
1 2

3* 4 6pm 57:30pm | 6* 7 10am 8 9
Combined | Scouts PLC| Trustees 12pm Wed. | Communion
SS Mtg. Adv. Brookside

12:15 UMW | *

Board

6:30 SPRC
10* 11* 12 7pm 13* 140am 15 16
Conf. class Lydia Circle Communion @
to Corinthia Mayflower
Baptist 6pm Finance
4pm Healthy *
Living class
17+ 18 * 1%reat 20* 217am 22 238-
Potluck Mtg. Night | 6pm Finance | Foundation 10:30am
4pm Healthy 6 Comm. 10am Stephen
Living Class 7:10 Worship Communion @ Ministry

7:30 Ad St. Francis *
Council

24 % 25 * 26 27 % 27 288-10pm | 30
11:45 Praisq * Coffeehouse
band info Worship
mtg.
4pm Healthy
Living Class
31*
11:45 Souper
Bowl lunch
Mini Rally
Day

Recurring Events:

Sundays:

Mondays:

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:

8:00am Worship
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Boy Scouts

6:30pm t.a.g.
6:30pm Carillon Choir
7:30pm Chancel Choir
7:00pm Empty Nest Study

5:30pm Radiant Ringers

Living, Loving, Sharing God’s Word
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